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I am just returning from our KSMO 
SCBWI Recharge Your Writing 
retreat at Conception Abbey, and I 
must tell you all, it was magical for 
me. This is why I’m here. I love being 
surrounded by others who are as 
passionate about children’s literature 
as me. People who have invested their 
time and hearts in learning how to 
search for the best path for telling 
their stories, and also so willing to 
help uncover the path for others.
From what I hear, this giving nature 
is rare in the industry as a whole. We 
are blessed that children’s book 
writers seem to be a unique bunch 
who don’t treat each other as 
competitors but instead as friends. 

Get Involved
BY MICHELE HELSEL, KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

I have had so many positive 
experiences with members at our 
socials, meet-ups, critique events, and 
our annual conference. Each one is 
unique, and I’ve never left wishing I 
had stayed home. My closest friends 
have blossomed from these events.
But it is what you make it. You have 
to jump in. You have to want to 
participate. Be open to others. 
Willing to give as well as get. 
At the retreat, two attendees shared 
that they and two others had met at 
Critique Across Kansas and Missouri 
and that one-time event developed 
into a regular online critique group. 
They had a strong friendship, 
benefited from each other’s 
knowledge, and improved their 
manuscripts. Conception Abbey was 
their first chance to meet in person. 
How great is that?
As a regional team, we spend our time 
trying to set up opportunities for all 
of you. Take advantage of it! That’s 
why you joined. It’s not just for the 
amazing resources like The Book: The 

Essential Guide to Publishing for 
Children (see page 4 for Kat’s article 
on The Book), the newsletters, the 
digital workshops, etc. It’s being a 
part of your community. 
Try a webinar. Try a fieldtrip. Try a 
social. Try Critique Across Kansas and 
Missouri. Logon to blueboards. These 
are opportunities to meet one, five, 10, 
or 100 other people to walk with you 
on your journey. Keep an eye on our 
local events (https://ksmo.scbwi.org/
events/), try other regions webinars 
(https://www.scbwi.org/regional-
virtual-events/), attend a conference, 
read our monthly email (Second 
Saturdays – if you haven’t seen it in your 
inbox, check your spam folder). 
And if we aren’t offering what you 
want, please tell us (ksmo@scbwi.
org). We really want to hear from you. 
We want your ideas, and we want 
your feedback. If something could be 
better, tell us.
Come and share your talents and your 
unique self. I’ll keep an eye out for 
you!

SCBWI KS/MO CHAPTER – SPRING 2022

MICHELE HELSEL, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

Michele Helsel writes picture books and middle grade. When 
she is not writing or researching, she reads about writing, 
takes courses on writing, or sneaks chocolate from the pantry 
while writing. Michele enjoys sunset walks on the beach, hik-
ing in the mountains, and swimming in the ocean but lives in 
the suburbs of Kansas City with her husband and three kids 
where she, instead, takes nightly walks in a nearby “green 
space” with her two puppy dogs.

https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/events/2022-critique-across-kansas-and-missouri/
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/events/2022-critique-across-kansas-and-missouri/
https://www.scbwi.org/boards/index.php?board=33.0
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/events/
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/events/
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-virtual-events/
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-virtual-events/
mailto:ksmo%40scbwi.org?subject=
mailto:ksmo%40scbwi.org?subject=
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Riveting Rituals
BY NICKI JACOBSMEYER KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

Whether it’s a baseball player adjusting his gloves before 
reaching the plate, a musician stretching his neck before 
getting into position, or a surgeon playing the same tune 
before he operates, we can all relate, though we might not 
understand, to rituals. Not only do they bring us comfort and 
structure, but they also cue our brains to enter a certain 
mindset and perform a task. Writers and Illustrators are no 
different. 
Gertrude Stein, author of The Autobiography of Alice B. 
Toklas, preferred writing while relaxing in the passenger seat 
of her Model T Ford while she was driven around town by 
her partner.
Georgia O’Keeffe woke up early and 
worked in her studio for the rest of the 
daylight hours. She told an interviewer in 
1966 “I like to get up when the dawn 
comes. The dogs start talking to me and I 
like to make a fire and maybe some tea and then sit in bed 
and watch the sun come up. The morning is the best time, 
there are no people around. My pleasant disposition likes the 
world with nobody in it.” 
Dan Brown, author of The Da Vinci Code, believes hanging 
upside-down while using a specialized table helps him relax 
in order to concentrate on his work. Brown told The Guardian. 
“You’ve just got to relax and let go. The more 
you do it the more you let go.”
Pablo Picasso would often go to bed late 
and wake up late. The artist stated, “While I 
work I leave my body outside the door, the 
way Muslims take off their shoes before 
entering a mosque.”
Agatha Christie, author of Murder On the Orient Express, 
would enjoy eating apples in the bath while dreaming up her 
next murder mystery.
Joan Miro was challenged with 
bouts of depression so he would start 
the day with movement, running 
along the beach or exercising in the 
gym, in order to raise his serotonin 
level. He took a 5-minute afternoon nap which he referred to 
as “Mediterranean yoga”. 
Maya Angelou, author of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 
escaped to a hotel room and asked the staff to remover 
everything from the walls. “I go into the room, and I feel as if 
all my beliefs are suspended. Nothing holds me to anything. 
No milkmaids, no flowers, nothing. I just want to feel and 
then when I start to work I’ll remember,” Angelou said in an 
interview with George Plimpton.

Dame Paula Rego “I try to start 
at 10:30 in the morning and carry 
on until 6:30 in the evening. I 
always have a rest after lunch. I eat 
two rice-cake sandwiches for 
lunch, full of salad, and a bit of 
ham or cheese, and an apple. When I have finished work for 
the day I enjoy one glass of champagne… While I’m working, 
I like to listen to music. Opera in the morning, and Fado 
(melancholic and expressive form of Portuguese singing) in 
the afternoon. I also like Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra, and 
the French singers Mouloudji and Jacqueline François.”
Lewis Carroll, author of Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland, as 
a math professor at Oxford in the 1970s, fell in love with the 
purple ink pen all the faculty were given to grade papers. He 
continued to use the color when writing later novels and 
letters.
Louise Bourgeois was very 
habitual. “She started every morning 
with a cup of tea and jelly straight 
out of the jar. At 10 a.m. they would 
drive to her Brooklyn studio where 
the artist demanded silence and 
solitude. The artist generally spent the morning engaged in 
such physical activities as preparing for welders. After lunch, 
she would draw for several hours. This routine allowed her to 
recuperate before resuming to creating sculpture later in the 
day.”
Sources:  Brit & Co   Renée Phillips   Getty Images

NICKI JACOBSMEYER, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR
Nicki Jacobsmeyer writes fiction and 
non-fiction for children and adults. She 
has a middle grade book, Surviving the 
Iditarod, You Choose: Surviving Extreme 
Sports (Capstone Press, 2017) and a 
historical non-fiction book, Images Of 
America, Chesterfield (Arcadia Publish-
ing, 2016). She is the honor recipient of 

the 2021 SCBWI Works of Outstanding Promise (WOOP) Grant 
and is represented by Stacey Graham at 3 Seas Literary.
Besides reading and writing she loves to travel, knit, sunsets, 
family barbeques and watching a storm come in from her front 
porch. Visit her at nickijacobsmeyer.com.

KANSAS/MISSOURI SCBWI 
What is YOUR riveting ritual? 

Share on social media and tag us! 
FACEBOOK      TWITTER      INSTAGRAM

https://www.theguardian.com/books/shortcuts/2013/may/13/dan-brown-authors-writers-block
https://www.theparisreview.org/interviews/2279/maya-angelou-the-art-of-fiction-no-119-maya-angelou
https://www.brit.co/famous-writers-writing-rituals/
https://renee-phillips.com/the-rituals-and-routines-of-artists/
www.gettyimages.com
http://www.nickijacobsmeyer.com
https://www.facebook.com/ksmoscbwi
http://www.twitter.com/scbwi_ksmo
https://www.instagram.com/ksmo_scbwi


3 SCRIBBLES SCBWI KS/MO CHAPTER – SPRING 2022

Revise! Revise! Revise!
BY SUE FRITZ KS/MO ASSISTANT REGIONAL ADVISOR

Those were the words I heard Olivia sharing with parents 
on the way to a fieldtrip. She was telling them about our 
Writers Workshop time. Revising was one thing my 
students were hesitant to do. They felt their first draft was 
perfect. We had discussions about famous authors, such as 
Laura Numeroff, who had to revise their first draft many 
times. We discussed examples of how and what to revise. 
We also had one on one time to revise their own stories.
Fast forward a lot of years. Here I am sitting at my 
computer, finishing a first draft. And like my students, I 
think it’s perfect! Ok, I know better. My own words come 
back to haunt me. Revise. I look at my picture book 
manuscript and ask myself several questions.
 • Is there a narrative arc?
 • Does my character change by the end?
 • Have I shown what’s at stake?
 • Did I use the rule of 3? (You don’t always have to.)
 • Will the reader care about my character?
 • Have I shown my character’s lowest moment?
After pondering the answers to these questions, I make 
some changes. Now it’s perfect! Ok fine, what else can I 
work on? Language.
 • Is there anywhere I can use lyrical language?
 •  Can I use alliteration, assonance, or consonance to 

make my story a fun read aloud?

 •  Have I cut all the adverbs?
 •  Do I want use some made up fun words?
I look through my manuscript again and add some great 
words. It has to be perfect this time! But, then I start to 
wonder, have I left room for the illustrator?
 •  Are there places I can cut insignificant descriptions?
 •  Is there a way I can say this part, but let the illustrator 

take it further?
 •  Do I really have to be so specific about this part, or 

should I cut these words and let the illustrator run with 
it?

Now that I have been thinking and revising my 
manuscript, I think it’s close to perfect! Hopefully my 
critique group will feel the same!

SUE FRITZ, ASSISTANT ADVISOR
Sue Fritz is a retired elementary teacher. 
She writes picture books and is dabbling 
with a middle grade novel. When not 
writing, Sue likes to read, play with her 
dog, bake, and do jigsaw puzzles. Her  
favorite time of year is spring, when 
everything is fresh and new and smells 
good outside. Sue likes to work on her 

stories in her backyard then, listening to the birds chirp and 
feeling the spring breeze. Sue has two grown sons that she is 
proud of and a wonderful husband. 

Hello everyone! My name is Katie 
O’Malley and I am super excited to be 
stepping into the role of Illustration 
Coordinator for the KS/MO region. I am 
an illustrator who grew up in St. James, 
MO and I currently live in Fenton, MO 
with my husband, daughter and three 
endlessly entertaining kitties. I grew up 
with a mother who is a creative/crafty/
artist who always encouraged me to draw 
and create. I have a BFA in Illustration 
from UCM in Warrensburg, MO. I have 
worked as an artist/muralist/sign maker at a local grocery 
store for many years. I am currently building my portfolio, 

looking to find an agent and would love to 
create art for picture books or chapter 
books. I like to create girly, quirky, and 
funny art that has strong linework and I 
love to experiment with different ideas and 
mediums. I have been the featured 
illustrator of our region and had my 
artwork chosen as the poster for our 
region’s conference in 2021. I’m looking 
forward to hosting an online critique group 
for Critique Across KS/MO! I can’t wait to 
meet up in person with our SCBWI 

members at the Middle of the Map conference this 
November and at all the other events in our region.

ILLUSTRATOR’S CORNER

An Introduction from Katie O’Malley
BY KATIE O’MALLEY, KS/MO ILLUSTRATOR COORDINATOR
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Checking out “The Book”
BY KAT HART KS/MO CRITIQUE COORDINATOR

KAT HART, CRITIQUE COORDINATOR
Kat Hart is a writer living and working 
in Parkville, Missouri. She is drawing 
on her experience writing successful 
grant proposals for nonprofits includ-
ing The New York Public Library, The 
Giving Grove, and The Rabbit hOle 
to craft nonfiction books for young 
readers. She shares her lifelong love 

of children’s books with her two children, Jake and Emma, 
and husband Derrick. Visit her at kathartbooks.com or on 
Twitter @kathartbooks.

One of the benefits of SCBWI 
membership is free access to The 
Essential Guide to Publishing for 
Children, also known as “The 
Book.” The new 2022 version, with 
resources in both English and 
Spanish, is now available for 
download at: https://www.scbwi.
org/online-resources/the-book/. 
I spent some time with the 2022 
version and wanted to share some 
highlights for authors and 
illustrators just getting started, as 
well as for more established 
creators. If you’re new to SCBWI, I 
recommend Jolie Stekly’s 
contribution, “Make the Most of 
Your Membership.” As a relatively 
new author or illustrator, you may 
also find the following helpful to 
your process: 
 •  Manuscript formatting 

guidelines and an overview of the manuscript 
submission process for your first submission, or as a 
refresher.

 •  Resources for new illustrators, including best practices 
building a portfolio and an overview of the process for 
illustrating someone else’s manuscript for the first time.

 •  An introduction to working with others in the field, 
including critique groups and partners, mentors, and 
publishing professionals. 

Both new and more experienced authors/illustrators may 
benefit from these resources:
 •  Pro tips for virtual author visits, video presentations, 

and speaking engagements at conferences and festivals.
 •  An introduction to self-publishing.
 •  A directory of agents and best practices for finding and 

working with agents.
 •  An updated market survey of book and magazine 

publishers, including who’s accepting queries and 
submissions and what kinds of work they’re currently 
seeking.

 •  A detailed look at how to create your book marketing 
plan and ideas for promoting your work. 

 •  Podcasting resources and kid lit blogs. 

 •  Resources on school visits and 
speaking opportunities as well 
as grants, awards, and 
fellowships to support your 
work.

 •  A sample publishing contract. 
Who’s behind The Essential Guide 
to Publishing for Children? 
Alongside SCBWI staff including 
Kim Turrisi, Sarah Baker, and 
Sarah Diamond, you’ll find essays 
and lists contributed by veterans 
in the industry like Laurent Linn, 
Linda Sue Park, Melissa Stewart, 
Deborah Halverson, Lee Wind, 
and many others. It’s definitely 
worth a look, and an in-depth 
read may introduce you to new 
practices, opportunities, and 
relationships to help take your 
career as a book creator to new 
heights. I’ll be using the market 

survey to guide 2022 manuscript submissions and 
exploring new professional skills and avenues for income 
generation as a working book creator.
As always, after you finish the section on the benefits of 
critique groups, I hope you’ll reach out to me at 
ksmoscbwicritique@gmail.com for help connecting with 
existing critique groups, or with other authors and 
illustrators in the Kansas/Missouri SCBWI region to start 
your own critique partnership. Or just drop me a line if you 
found something in “The Book” especially helpful and want 
to share it with newer authors and illustrators in our 
region. Good luck finding a home for your work! 

http://kathartbooks.com
https://twitter.com/KatHartBooks
https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
mailto:ksmoscbwicritique%40gmail.com?subject=
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I’m still pretty new to the world of publishing, and with just 
two books on the shelf, I have plenty more to learn. However, 
it’s been said you only have to be a step or two ahead, to help 
the person behind you. And the best way to learn will always 
be through community and collaboration. 
That’s why SCBWI and a regular critique group are so 
important.
Throughout our careers, we need mentors and guides to help 
us fine tune our skills and work on craft. But a whole new 
world opens up once a book is published and events get 
scheduled. You may find yourself wanting to create freebies, 
handouts, activity sheets, promotional items and more. If 
you’re on a budget, or have limited time, you may need to pick 
and choose the items that will serve you best. 
The following are a list of resources I’ve found useful, but I’m 
sure you have some tried and true gems as well. As always, 
take what you need and leave the rest. If you have something 
to share, we’d love to hear from you!

Budsies
I first learned about Budsies from my author friend, Shannon 
Anderson. When she was teaching full-time, she would help 
her students write and illustrate their own books. As a special 
treat, she requested grant funding to turn each of their main 
character illustrations into huggable art. Creating a one-of-a-
kind plush character for yourself, can be pricey and starts at 
$129.99. I won’t do it for all of my books, but it’s such a 
unique, creative gift, and an awesome way to celebrate 
accomplishments or milestones in your career. Because each 
character is hand-sewn, you will need to plan ahead for this 
one. My budsie arrived about 8 weeks after purchase. 

Canva
Canva is a graphic design platform and publishing tool that 
allows everyday creators the ability to design anything and 
publish anywhere. Hands downs, this is the platform I use 
most. Often several times per day. From social media graphics 
to book order forms, invoices, activity sheets, bookmarks, and 
more – once you become familiar with the process, you’ll be 
hooked. Canva is free for the basic package, but for just 
$119.40/year, you can upgrade to Canva Pro. The upgrade 
allows you to easily change the size of your graphic, opens up 
a large gallery of photos, stickers, and tools for unlimited use, 
and allows you to schedule posts across several platforms. 

Sticker Mule
I recently used Sticker Mule to create and order die-cut stickers 
for an upcoming book signing event at Barnes & Noble. I was 
surprised how easy it was to upload an illustration from the book 
and use the tools to remove the background. I chose the size and 
number of stickers I wanted (the more you get the less they cost) 
and left a quick note for the design artist. Within an hour, they 
sent me a proof of the finished product, collected payment, and 

completed my order. Typically shipping is 
free, but I needed a quick, guaranteed 
turnaround and chose to add a $9 
shipping fee. I ended up with 1,000 
stickers and a free bottle of hot sauce for 
$247. While I didn’t need that many 
stickers for the event, it made sense to 
purchase a larger package upfront because 
I know they won’t go to waste. If you’re looking to spend less, or 
just want a few, they release new deals every Tuesday.

UPS
I’m not sure how I stumbled onto the additional services 
offered at UPS, but in case you didn’t know, they handle much 
more than shipping! In 2021, I reached out to my local UPS 
store about making a banner for my first book, Yoga Baby. 
Together, we settled on a large, portable banner (with a stand) 
that can be easily transported between locations. It’s large 
enough for photo opportunities with children and makes a 
great backdrop for events. In two years, I have used it at 
multiple school visits, library events, a health and wellness expo, 
and an author fair. The cost of the banner was $150 and the 
material has held up well. 

For my second book, God Made All your 
Feelings, my local store made character 
cut-outs with a back flap that allows 
them to stand up on a table. While I was 
hoping to have them in a larger size (for 
photos) we agreed that the illustration 

style couldn’t handle the increase without a decrease in quality. 
In the end, three 12-inch characters for $50, was money well 
spent. They have already made an appearance at several events 
and school visits this Spring and are a big hit with the kids. 
In addition to the resources listed above, I would encourage 
you to become friends with your local printing stores (chain 
or not) and be the well-known author or illustrator that is 
easy to work with. As everyone seems to be dealing with 
limited staff these days, a friendly smile, patience and a good 
attitude goes a long way. 

Check out our latest PAL Author of the Month at 
ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author

AMANDA FLINN, PAL COORDINATOR 
Amanda Flinn is an award-winning 
author, blogger and book nerd. Her 
debut board book, Yoga Baby, was 
released June 2020, with The Maker, 
and God Made All Your Feelings 
scheduled to arrive in 2021 and 2022. 
Amanda lives in Jackson, Missouri, with 
her husband, three boys, two rowdy 

rescue pups and a pair of furry chinchillas. amandaflinn.com.

4 Resources to Explore Before Your Next Event
BY AMANDA FLINN, KS/MO PAL COORDINATOR

https://www.budsies.com/
https://www.shannonisteaching.com/
https://www.shannonisteaching.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.stickermule.com/
https://www.theupsstore.com/store-services/
http://ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author
http://www.amandaflinn.com/
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MEMBER NEWS
Jeanne Conway illustrated 
a children’s picture book 
titled Grandfather Tree 
written by Zenaida Feraud-
Pfisterer. Also, Diego, The 
Lonely Cat will be published 
by Clear Fork Publishing 
SPORK in June, 2022. Diego was written and illustrated by 
Jeanne Conway and will be published in English and 
Spanish

Pat Danna will be at the Alton Farmer’s 
Market with Cuppa Words to sign and sell 
her book, Delmar the Dinky on May 21. 
She has another book signing at Main 
Street Books on June 11 at 1pm.

Sheri Delgado-Preston’s latest poem, “Big And Little” 
has been published by Hightlights High Five Magazine, 
March 2022.

So far this year, Sue 
Bradford Edwards has 
three new titles – 
Robotics in Health Care 
(Brightpoint Press), 
Cancel Culture (Abdo), 
and The Who (Abdo).

Scott Emmons has launched Brainytops Press, 
a publisher of coloring and activity books that 
double as storybooks. His first title, Dinosaur 
Day, is available at www.brainytopspress.com.

Lisa Harkrader’s picture book The Twelve-
Bug Day will be out in July from Kane Press. 

David Harrison’s news: 
In March. David Harrison Elementary School celebrated 

his 85th birthday in high school, best party ever, and 
Pardner Poems & Word Ladders for Developing Fundamental 
Literacy Skills was released by Scholastic.
In April, he signed a contract for a new book of poetry 
– Wild Brunch: How Animals Eat What They Eat – with 
Charlesbridge, did a virtual school visit in Pennsylvania, 
and virtual poetry readings in Massachusetts, Missouri, 
Connecticut, and Colorado.

Another of his titles, The Dirt Book, is one of 10 books 
chosen for the 2023 list of finalists for the Bill Martin, Jr. 
Picture Book Award for the state of Kansas.

Rosalie Lombardo was a guest speaker on WCPT 820 
Radio Chicago’s “Where Are They Now?” on Saturday, 
April 30, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. You can listen to her 
interview here. Among the topics she covered was 
SCBWI. Heartlandsignal.com

Holly Schindler’s award-winning debut YA, A Blue So 
Dark, has re-released, and is available in paperback, ebook, 
and, for the first time, hardback, wherever books are sold.

Billie Holladay Skelley’s new children’s 
book, Tapeti: The Moon’s Keeper, is now 
available at Amazon Books and in 
bookstores. It’s a great way to introduce 
children to the legends surrounding the 
rabbit in the moon. Young readers can follow 

Tapeti as he learns about taking responsibility for his 
actions, the true value of achieving a goal, and that it’s not 
how you look that matters, but what you do that counts.

On March 15, Highlights 
published Pup is Lost and Wake Up, 
Bear, illustrated by Clair Rossiter, 
the fifth and sixth books of Jody 
Jensen Shaffer’s six-book early 
reader puzzle series. Jody’s Bear and 
Friends series is perfect for kids just beginning to read.

Author Priscilla Kurz announces her new 
picture book, Little Monkey at the Paris Zoo 
from Terroir Press. Dayne Sislen illustrated.

Ann Parr launched her latest book, Grit 
and Grace: Gordon Parks February 7, 2022. 
This self-published cradle to grave 304-
page biography of Gordon Parks 
documents his personal life as well as his 
professional careers—photographer for Life 
magazine, film-maker, writer, musician and 
composer, sports star, and in later life, painter. 

Writer/illustrator Danna York’s art book By 
the Lighthouse is available on Amazon. Kids 
color the illustrations and add their own art. 
“Take a little adventure on the shore by a 
proud lighthouse. Become part of the book 
by adding your own drawing along! Twenty 

- eight pages of interactive art fun.”

http://www.brainytopspress.com/
https://soundcloud.com/wcpt820/where-are-they-now-043022
http://heartlandsignal.com/
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cont’d on pg. 8

“What is being banned is always part of 
what people are afraid of in this country, 
and what people are afraid of changing 
in this country. That’s absolutely what’s 
going on here. . . we [will] end up with 
young people who either don’t see 
themselves – and therefore the road 
from that is hard and long, and they 
don’t come back unscarred – or you don’t 
see others, so as an adult you aren’t 
prepared to respond and react when you 
meet people [who differ from you]; and 
that puts those marginalized people 
further at risk.” 
Alex Gino – Award-winning Author of Queer and Progressive 

MG Fiction

BOOK MARKETS
Efforts to ban books in school districts across the United 
States shot up in 2021, reaching its highest level since the 
American Library Association (ALA) began tracking book 
challenges twenty years ago. Most of the targeted titles 
were by or about Black and L.G.B.T.Q. people, the 
association stated in a recent New York Times article.  
(New York Times 4/4/22) 
ALA’s Most Banned & Challenged Books of 2021
1. Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe
2. Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison
3. All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson
4. Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope Pérez
5. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
6.  The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by 

Sherman Alexie
7. Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews
8. The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison

9. This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson
10. Beyond Magenta by Susan Kuklin
Visit the database of book bans and challenges in 2021-
2022, compiled by Dr. Tasslyn Magnusson in partnership 
with the EveryLibrary/EveryLibrary Institute. 
(EveryLibraryInstitute.org and PublishersWeekly.com)
ALBERT WHITMAN & COMPANY has an open 
submissions policy. Currently seeking manuscripts and 
proposals for fiction and nonfiction picture books, middle-
grade novels, and young adult novels. For a list of titles and 
submission guidelines, visit the website. (AlbertWhitman.com 
and the Institute of Children’s Literature (ICL) eNews 2/17/22)
ASTRA PUBLISHING HOUSE has acquired TOON 
Books, a leading publisher of easy-to-read comics and 
graphic novels for young readers. TOON will continue to 
release four or five titles annually under the Astra umbrella, 
“but our goal is to build that to have bigger and better 
reach,” said founder Francoise Mouly. “TOON books are 
all about using kids’ natural affinity for the symbolic 
language of comics, to get everyone, even the most 
reluctant readers, to develop a passion for reading.” Mouly 
launched TOON in 2008 after pitching her concept of 
telling engaging stories through humor and art “to every 
publisher in town and they all rejected it as a wonderful 
idea but far too innovative to take on.” TOON Books is 
the seventh imprint for Astra’s ever-expanding children’s 
banner, which includes Astra Young Readers, Calkins 
Creek, Hippo Park, Kane Press, mineditionUS, and 
Wordsong. (Publishers Weekly (PW) 2/1/22)
AUGUST HOUSE publishes “world folktales stories 
from the oral tradition, stories from diverse cultures, scary 
stories, as well as resource books relating to storytelling or 
using stories in the classroom.” Seeking chapter books and 
story collections, along with single-story picture book 
manuscripts that feature traditional folktales. Not 
interested in original stories written in fable or fairy-tale 
style. Submission guidelines on website.  
(AugustHouse.com and ICL eNews 2/17/22)
BALA KIDS, an imprint of Shambhala Publications, is 
seeking picture books and activity books for children ages 
0-8 that encourage wisdom and compassion through 
Buddhism, meditation, yoga, and mindfulness. Bala Kids is 
distributed worldwide through Penguin Random House. 
Submission guidelines on website. Responds within four 
months. Accepts simultaneous submissions, if noted in the 
cover letter. (Shambhala.com and Children’s Book Insider 
(CBI) – February 2022)

The Market Place 
EDITED BY RITA RUSSELL

NOTE: We have done our best to include only  
reputable markets. Before approaching any market 
or contest, do your research.

https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/book_censorship_database_magnusson
https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/book_censorship_database_magnusson
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/89031-authors-celebrate-their-banned-books-during-everylibrary-panel.html
https://www.shambhala.com/about-bala-kids/
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BLUE DOT KIDS PRESS. This boutique publisher 
releases only ten books per year. Looking for board books 
for kids ages 0-3, fiction and narrative nonfiction for kids 
ages 3-8, fiction chapter books and nonfiction books for 
ages 6-10, and middle-grade fiction and nonfiction for ages 
8-12. Books must incorporate an appreciation of nature, 
conservation, science, and environmental stewardship and/
or skills for global citizens (i.e. empathy, resilience, 
emotional intelligence, creative problem solving). Also 
looking for arts and crafts books and activity books. 
(BlueDotKidsPress.com and ICL eNews 3/31/2022)
Utah-based independent publisher GIBBS SMITH is 
accepting submissions for children’s activity books, board 
books, and picture books. Proposal must include a detailed 
outline, a writing sample, and an illustration sample (where 
appropriate). Editors will request entire manuscript only if 
interested. View online catalog to see the types of books 
desired. (Gibbs-Smith.com and ICL eNews 2/24/22)
Astra’s KANE PRESS is open to book series proposals 
from published authors only. Kane publishes fiction and 
nonfiction illustrated STEAM, social studies, and literacy 
titles. Series should fit the publisher’s mission of 
“translating what kids learn in the classroom to their real 
lives and giving them a springboard of knowledge from 
which to leap into the world.” Above all, these books must 
be fun to read. View list of current series here. Read 
proposal guidelines here. (AstraPublishingHouse.com and 
Institute of Children’s Literature (ICL) eNews 1/20/22) 
MARBLE PRESS, a brand-new independent publisher 
headed by former Philomel president & publisher Michael 
Green, is open to submissions from agented and 
unagented authors and author/illustrators. Marble Press is 
comprised of three imprints: Marble Books, which focuses 
on picture books, Bulooga Books, which publishes books 
for young readers, and Taltos Books, which publishes 
middle-grade and young-adult materials. Marble’s first list 
of 12-15 books will debut in 2023. See submissions page 
on website for a detailed wish list for all three imprints. 
(MarblePress.com and CBI – April 2022)
PAPERCUTZ has been publishing graphic novels for 
kids and teens since 2005. Seeking to publish new series, 
especially ones that already have a following online. Before 
submitting, please familiarize yourself with the comics and 
graphic novels that Papercutz publishes.   
(Papercutz.com and ICL eNews 4/7/22)
PENGUIN YOUNG READERS announced its newest 
imprint, Rocky Pond Books, coming in spring 2023. RPB 
will publish titles by debut and established authors and 
illustrators for a range of age levels, from toddlers to 
teenagers, and will include fiction and nonfiction, with a 
special focus on mental health and social-emotional 

learning. Rocky Pond will be steered by Lauri Hornik, 
who joined Penguin in 1999 as editorial director of Dial 
BFYR and currently serves as president and publisher of 
the imprint. RPB’s mission is to publish “books that start 
conversations, that provide a step toward healing, and that 
show readers they aren’t alone. I’m so excited to now be 
dedicating myself full-time to editing, and thus bringing 
more of these much-needed books to kids and teens,” said 
Hornik. (PW 2/3/22)
PIÑATA BOOKS, the children’s and young adult 
literature imprint at the University of Houston’s Arte 
Publico Press, seeks books that portray themes, characters, 
and customs unique to U.S. Hispanic culture. Piñata Books 
publishes about 10 titles a year, many with bilingual texts 
(English/Spanish). Seeking fiction and nonfiction picture 
books with themes of contemporary Hispanic culture or 
history; middle grade fiction (any genre), biography or 
history that ties in with Hispanic representation; and 
young adult fiction, biography, history, social issues, or 
short story collections with Hispanic focus. Visit publisher 
website to see a backlist of titles. See submissions 
guidelines on the “Contact Us” page link. (ArtePublicoPress.
com and CBI – February 2022)
West Coast publisher SANTA MONICA PRESS has 
launched Santa Monica Press/Teen, focusing on 20th-
century historical fiction and YA narrative nonfiction 
centered on both contemporary and historical narratives. 
All projects should be captivating, reflecting unusual stories 
with a unique and compelling author’s voice. See specific 
submission instructions on website, along with current 
releases. Replies within two months.  
(SantaMonicaPress.com and ICL eNews 2/4/22) 
SKY PONY PRESS is accepting submissions for picture 
books, chapter books, middle grade and YA fiction and 
nonfiction, and educational and novelty books. Open to 
any genre and style. Looking for something new and 
different – original concepts and fresh voices. Review 
current titles and submission guidelines on website. 
(SkyHorsePublishing.com and CBI – April 2022)
SOURCEBOOKS has acquired Baltimore-based 
duopress, a 15-year-old independent publisher best known 
for its list of board books, regional board books, counting 
books, and doodle books, as well as nonfiction middle 
grade titles, flashcards, sticker books, games, and puzzles, 
and parenting and adult gift books. Duopress will become 
an imprint of Sourcebooks Kids, with 15 frontlist titles 
scheduled for release each year under that imprint. 
Duopress founder Mauricio Velázquez de León will 
continue as Editorial Director, reporting to Catherine 
Onder, Sourcebooks V-P, Publisher of children’s books. 
(PW 3/17/22)

https://astrapublishinghouse.com/imprints/kane-press/
https://astrapublishinghouse.com/pdfviewer/kane-press-submission-guidelines/
https://www.skyhorsepublishing.com/sky-pony-press/
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SPENCER HILL PRESS, an independent publishing 
house specializing in YA and adult contemporary romance 
literature, is open to submissions. Particularly seeking series 
books. See backlist on website, along with submission 
guidelines. (SpencerHillPress.com and ICL eNews 4/21/22)
Boston-based STAR BRIGHT BOOKS has published 
kids’ books since 1994. Currently seeking submissions of 
board books, picture books, and chapter books, both fiction 
and nonfiction that are entertaining, meaningful, and 
sensitive to the needs of all children. Particularly interested 
in finding books that showcase interesting picture book 
biographies; early math learning and concepts; special 
needs; social and emotional learning; survival stories of all 
kinds, including the Holocaust and being a refugee; and 
stories emphasizing diversity and/or inclusion. Submission 
details on website’s Contact Us page.  
(StarBrightBooks.com and CBI – March 2022) 
Chicago-based SUNBIRD BOOKS, an imprint of 
Phoenix International Publications, publishes board 
books, graphic novels and storybooks that “represent 
strong, lively, and diverse voices that reflect children’s 
realities and feed their imaginations.” View current list  
on website. Submission details on FAQ page. 
(SunbirdKidsBooks.com and ICL eNews 3/25/22) 
TANGLEWOOD PUBLISHING produces board 
books, picture books, and books for middle grade and young 
adult readers. Always seeking stories that kids will eagerly 
read for pleasure and that are written in an authentic voice 
that allows children to see themselves on the page. 
Accepting submissions for all ages, but particularly looking 
for middle grade and YA fiction and narrative nonfiction 
(history or biography). Not interested in high fantasy, 
although some elements of fantasy are okay. Stories should 
contain emotional depth but be devoid of didacticism. Visit 
website to see a list of titles and submission guidelines. 
(TanglewoodBooks.com and CBI – March 2022)
Vancouver-based TRADEWIND BOOKS publishes 
picture books, chapter books, middle-grade and YA fiction, 
and poetry collections. Accepts YA submissions from 
Canadians only. Poetry, chapter book, and picture book 
submissions are accepted from non-Canadians. Submission 
policy on website.  
(TradewindBooks.com and ICL eNews 3/25/22) 
WEST 44 BOOKS, a fiction imprint of the educational 
publisher Enslow, publishes hi-lo (high-interest, low 
reading level) fiction novels in verse that appeal to teen 
readers who are still developing their reading skills. “We 
are known for tackling tough topics, such as racism, mental 
illness, coming out, substance abuse, domestic violence, and 
body image, as well as stories of survival, adventure, and 

dystopic worlds.” See guidelines on website for proposal 
pitch. (ICL eNews 3/17/22 and West44Books.com)
WOODBINE HOUSE publishes books about or for 
children and teens with special needs. Titles cover AD/
HD, autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, early 
intervention, inclusion, special education, communication 
skills, and more. Not interested in material featuring 
talking animals or inanimate objects. Stories should be 
driven by a strong narrative or plot rather than “what’s it 
like to have” or “day in the life” stories. See a detailed story 
wish list and submission guidelines on website’s FAQ page. 
(WoodbineHouse.com and ICL eNews 4/21/22)
WORKING PARTNERS, LTD., a division of Coolabi, 
is a London-based book packager of children’s fiction 
books, television shows and apps. Looking for writers to 
create books based on licensed characters and book 
adaptations of TV shows. Seeking authors who write 
fantasy or adventure for ages 7-9, and middle grade science 
fiction/fantasy and adventure. Welcome unpublished and/
or unagented writers. Pays advance and royalties.  
Interested authors should send a bio and 10 pages of 
relevant writing (can be first 10 pages of a work in  
progress if it fits the genres above) to Kate Brauning, 
Editor, KateB@workingpartnersltd.co.uk Visit website to 
see current catalogue. (Coolabi.com and CBI – April 2022)

“All too often, people get “’writing” and 
“publishing” mixed up in their heads. 
Writing is a worthwhile endeavor for 
anyone who feels the impulse to put 
their thoughts on paper. 
Getting published is a separate issue 
entirely, and folks who want to do both 
should never lose sight of that!”

Linda Sue Park – Newbery Award-winning Author

PUBLISHING PERSONNEL NEWS 
Promotions at ABRAMS CHILDREN’S BOOKS: 
Erica Finkel moved up to Executive Editor, from senior 
editor. Charlotte Greenbaum is Senior Editor, graphic 
novels, from editor. Lora Grisafi is Associate Art Director, 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, from senior designer, marketing.  
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf (PWCB) 3/3/22 and 
2/17/22)

cont’d on pg. 10

https://starbrightbooks.com/content/6-contact-us
https://sunbirdkidsbooks.com/faqs/
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10 SCRIBBLES SCBWI KS/MO CHAPTER – SPRING 2022

ALLOY ENTERTAINMENT: Viana Siniscalchi was 
promoted to Executive Editor, from senior editor. Laura 
Barbiea promoted to Editor, from associate editor.  
(PWCB 3/1/22)
Alex Borbolla has joined BLOOMSBURY 
CHILDREN’S as Senior Editor, coming from S&S/
Antheneum where she was an editor. (PWCB 3/29/22)
New hire and promotion at CANDLEWICK PRESS: 
After sixteen years away, Brandy Polay returns as Design 
Manager/Art Director. Most recently she was creative 
marketing manager and designer at Berkshire Hathaway. 
And Lydia Abel has been promoted to Senior Editorial 
Liaison, from editorial liaison. (PWCB 3/17/22)
Rosemary Brosnan has been promoted to V-P, Publisher 
for Quill Tree Books and Heartdrum at 
HARPERCOLLINS; previously she was v-p, editorial 
director. Jenna Stempel-Lobell has been promoted to 
Associate Art Director, from design manager. Chris Kwon 
is Senior Designer, from designer, and Michelle Bigman 
has joined as Senior Designer, after running her own 
freelance design business. (PW Children’s Job Moves 3/1/22) 
Other promotions at HarperCollins.  
(PWCB 3/3/22, 3/8/22, 4/14/22)
 •  Ciera Burch is Assistant Editor, from editorial 

assistant. 
 •  Alexandra West is Editor, from associate editor. 
 •  Rose Pleuler is Editor for HarperAlley, from associate 

editor. 
Joanna Cárdenas has been promoted from senior editor to 
Executive Editor at KOKILA, an imprint of Penguin 
Young Readers. (PWCB 4/12/22)
Nick Thomas has been promoted to Executive Editor, 
from senior editor at LEVINE QUERIDO  
(PWCB 4/7/22)
Promotions at LITTLE, BROWN BFYR.  
(PWCB 3/10/22 and 3/15/22)
 •  Megan Tingley has been promoted to President and 

Publisher, from executive v-p and publisher. 
 •  Jackie Engel moved up to V-P, Deputy Publisher, from 

v-p, associate publisher. 
 •  Deirdre Jones is Executive Editor, from senior editor. 
 •  Ruqayyah Daud is Associate Editor, from editorial 

assistant.
 •  Jessica Mercado and Jenny Kimura move up to Senior 

Graphic Designer, from graphic designer. 
 •  Angelie Yap is Designer, from junior designer. 
Erika Turner joined LBYR as Executive Editor on January 
31st. Previously, she was an editor at comic book publisher 
IDW, and HMH’s Versify imprint. (PWCB 1/20/22)

MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S has several promotions. 
(PWCB 3/31/22 and 4/5/22)
 •  FSG Books for Young Readers: Joy Peskin has been 

promoted to Executive Editorial Director, from 
editorial director. 

 •  Feiwel and Friends: Liz Szabla has been named V-P 
Associate Publisher, from associate publisher. Emily 
Settle has been promoted to Editor, from associate 
editor. Rachel Diebel is Associate Editor, from 
assistant editor. 

 •  Odd Dot: Justin Krasner is Executive Editor, from 
senior editor. 

Two promotions at PRINTERS ROW PUBLISHING 
GROUP. (PWCB 3/8/22)
 •  Debra Zakarin is Publisher, Senior Director of Studio 

Fun International and Silver Dolphin Books, from 
editorial director. 

 •  Kaitlyn Lockwood is Associate Publisher and Director 
of Silver Dolphin Books, from editorial director. 

RANDOM HOUSE CHILDREN’S BOOKS.  
(PW Children’s Job Moves 2/1/22 and PWCB 1/27/22, 
3/8/22, 4/12/22, and 4/21/22)
 •  Delacorte Press: Hannah Hill has been promoted to 

Editor, from associate editor. Lydia Gregovic promoted 
to Assistant Editor, from editorial assistant. 

 •  Random House BFYR: Tia Resham Cheema has 
joined as Editorial Assistant; previously she was an 
editorial intern at BrainPOP. Nicole De Las Heras is 
Executive Art Director, trade picture books and 
preschool, from senior art director. April Ward is 
Executive Art Director, chapter books, middle grade, 
and young adult, from senior art director, middle grade. 
Jinna Shinhas is Associate Art Director, interiors and 
paperbacks, from assistant art director. Elizabeth 
Tardiff and Jan Gerardi move up to Assistant Art 
Director, from senior designer. Brittany Ramirez is 
Junior Designer, from assistant designer. 

 •  Dr. Seuss Publishing welcomes Catt Reynolds as 
Editor, segueing from editor at Sesame Workshop. 

 •  Make Me a World: Lois Evans has joined as Editor; 
she was previously assistant editor at Random House. 

 •  Random House Graphic: Danny Diaz has been 
promoted to Assistant Editor, from editorial assistant. 

 •  Labyrinth Road: Emily Harburg joined as Editorial 
Assistant; she was formerly publishing coordinator for 
Random House Children’s Books. 

WORKMAN PUBLISHING: Elise Howard, founding 
publisher of the Algonquin Young Readers imprint, retired 
on May 1. Stacy Lellos, publisher of Workman Children’s, 

The Market Place cont’d from pg. 9
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will add AYR publisher to her list of duties. Krestyna 
Lypen has been promoted to Senior Editor, from editor at 
AYR. (PWCB 3/8/22 and 3/22/22) 

“. . . you may not ever feel your work is 
perfect. It might never be. Make it as 
good as you can and get it out there. 
There’s a world ready to read what you 
have to say. Don’t keep us waiting.”

Brian Patrick Avery – Award-winning Poet and Author

AGENT NEWS
Adriana Dominguez has exited Full Circle Literary to 
join AEVITAS CREATIVE MANAGEMENT as a 
Senior Agent. “Adriana is interested in illustrators with 
fresh, unmistakable styles, platform-driven narrative 
nonfiction from children to adult, and select children’s 
fiction from picture books to middle grade.” 
(AevitasCreative.com and PWCB 3/3/22)
Saribel Pages has been promoted to Literary Associate at 
GALLT & ZACKER LITERARY AGENCY, from 
agency assistant. (PWCB 4/14/22)
Tia Ikemoto, a Literary Assistant at ICM PARTNERS, 
is building her list with middle grade, young adult, adult 
fiction and select nonfiction that speaks to a wide audience. 
See her wish list on ManuscriptWishList.com.   
(CBI – February 2022 and ICMpartners.com)
Janine Le has launched JANINE LE LITERARY 
AGENCY, representing children’s book authors and 
illustrators. Previously Le was an agent and foreign rights 
manager at Sheldon Fogelman Agency.  
(PW Children’s Job Moves 3/1/22)
Agents Elaina Roth Parker and Carrie Pestritto at 
LAURA DAIL LITERARY AGENCY are open to 
queries of MG and YA fiction only. Pestritto is also open 
to high concept early chapter books and “fun, STEM-
based early chapter books or lower MG with a unique 
approach.” Submit using QueryManager on agency 
website. Responds to all queries within four weeks. 
(Ldlainc.com and CBI – March 2022)
Allison Remcheck Pernetti has been promoted to Agent 
at STIMOLA LITERARY STUDIO, from associate 
agent. Accepting submissions from authors of nonfiction 
picture books, author/illustrators of fiction picture books, 
and contemporary and fantasy MG and YA. See full wish 
list on agency website. (StimolaLiteraryStudio.com and PW 
Children’s Job Moves 2/1/22)

The Market Place cont’d from pg. 10

Lauren Spieller, an Agent with TRIADA-US 
LITERARY AGENCY, is open to submissions, seeking 
MG (high concept contemporary fiction, magical fantasy 
and kid-friendly sci-fi, exciting historical, spooky horror, 
and graphic novels set in the real world) and YA (books 
with a strong voice and a great hook, especially fantasy, 
contemporary, suspense/thrillers, horror, graphic novels, 
and romcoms). Other Triada Agents accepting queries: 
Uwe Stender – YA and graphic novels; Laura Crockett 
– YA; Brent Taylor – picture books, chapter books, middle 
grade, young adult, and graphic novels for kids and teens; 
Amelia Appel – YA. Wish list and query details on the 
agency website. (TriadaUS.com and CBI – April 2022)

“One of the things I learned the hard 
way was that it doesn’t pay to get 
discouraged. Keeping busy and making 
optimism a way of life can restore your 
faith in yourself.”

Lucille Ball – Actress and Comedian

MAGAZINE MARKETS, ETC.
SMARTY PANTS is a nonpaying online publisher of 
fiction and poetry. Looking for kid-friendly stories that are 
free of violence and “questionable” content. “Fun, 
humorous, and clever work is always appreciated.” Submit 
seasonal material at least one month ahead. Stories should 
be short, max 800 words. See full guidelines on website. 
(SmartyPantsMagazineforKids.com and ICL eNews 3/10/22)
DAILY SCIENCE FICTION publishes science fiction, 
fantasy, slipstream, and short stories from 100 to 1500 
words – shorter is better than longer. Not interested in full 
horror or erotica. Also open to flash series consisting of 
three or more tales, built around a common theme. No 
reprints accepted. Pays 8 cents a word. Read stories on the 
website to get a sense of editors’ tastes. Full sub guidelines 
on website, along with email sign-up for free, daily sci-fi 
stories. (DailyScienceFiction.com and ICL eNews 2/10/22)
HIGHLIGHTS HIGH FIVE is open to submissions 
May 1-June 15, 2022. Looking for fiction and nonfiction 
stories that grab the attention of pre-K kids, ages 2 to 6. 
Story should center a young child as the protagonist who 
solves her/his own problem. Nonfiction topics should 
connect to children’s daily lives, e.g. vegetables or flowers 
rather than biographies. Rebus stories and finger plays are 
also welcome. Maximum word count for all story types is 
160 total. You may submit multiple stories or poems using 

cont’d on pg. 12
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WRITING RESOURCES
GUIDE TO WRITING PICTURE BOOKS. Prolific 
picture book author Josh Funk has gathered all of his 
short, active, picture book-related writing posts together to 
help guide beginning picture book writers. Because they 
are so short, this is a terrific primer for a number of 
important picture book concepts, including lessons on 
rhyming, show vs. tell, and understanding basic story arc.  
( JoshFunkBooks.com and ICL eNews 3/25/22)
THE VALUE OF FEEDBACK. The best way to ensure 
that your writing connects with readers is to bravely offer it 
up for critique. Author and writing instructor Jan Fields 
lays out the importance of seeking feedback from friends 
and family, other writers, and acquiring or freelance editors. 
By doing so, you’ll be able to revise your project so that it’s 
as clear and compelling to readers as it is to you. Figuring 
out which comments to heed and which ones to ignore can 
be a tough balancing act, but it gets easier the more you 
write. (ICL eNews 2/17/22)
3 TIPS FOR WRITING SUCCESS. The journey to 
writing better is never ending. No matter how skilled we 
are, we can always gain knowledge and inspiration from 
the writing experiences of others, like Newbery award-
winning author Linda Sue Park. In this thoughtful article 
from her website, Park details the importance of reading (a 
lot of everything), writing (regularly), and applying novel 
structure (understanding the basics) when unleashing our 
creativity on the page. This quick read packs a lasting 
punch. (LindaSuePark.com and ICL eNews 2/10/22)
CREATING A NOVELTY BOOK. Novelty books 
might appear to be simple creations, but author/illustrator 
Abi Cushman reveals their creation is a multi-layered effort 
that requires lots of thought, research, and trial and error. In 
this informative blog post from “Writing for Kids (While 
Raising Them),” Cushman tells how she went from idea to 
execution in making Animals Go Vroom, her picture book 
with die-cut windows. Read and heed her advice, and you’ll 
be well on your way to bringing your novelty book idea to 
life. (ICL eNews 1/20/22 and TaraLazar.com)
HOW TO WRITE A REBUS. Children’s magazines 
geared toward the 2- to 6-year-old set often seek 
submissions of rebus stories. What’s a rebus? A very short 
story (usually less than 200 words) that pairs print words 
with pictures that stand for words to make reading easier 
for beginners. Author Sue Bradford Edwards sold a rebus 
to Ladybug magazine a few years ago, and in this blog post, 
she breaks down the ins and outs of rebus writing. For 
additional tips on rebus writing, check out these vintage 
blog posts by authors Tina Cho and Jeannine Norris. 
Happy rebus writing!

individual, separate submissions. Familiarize yourself with 
back issues of High Five to make sure your work is a good 
fit. Use Submittable form on website: https://highlights.
submittable.com/submit  
(Highlights.com and SCBWI’s Blueboard 3/22/22)

“Not knowing when the dawn will 
come, I open every door.”

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) – Poet 

WORK FOR HIRE
Educational publisher CAPSTONE creates picture 
books, early readers, chapter books, and middle grade 
novels in both fiction and nonfiction genres. Not accepting 
original manuscript submissions but is “always seeking new 
authors and illustrators interested in work-for-hire 
assignments. If you are interested in writing or illustrating 
work, please familiarize yourself with our books before 
contacting us. We are open to working with authors and 
illustrators at all experience levels.” Application should 
include a cover letter, publishing credits, writing sample, 
and topics of interest to you. See website for more details. 
(CapstonePub.com and ICL eNews 3/3/22)
RED LINE EDITORIAL is a content developer that 
produces K-12 nonfiction material for educational 
publishing, as well as sports content for various clients. 
Always open to resumés, especially from writers identifying 
with marginalized or historically excluded communities. 
Also seeking illustrators and designers, developmental 
editors, copy editors, proofreaders, and fact-checkers in 
book production process. Application form on website. 
(Reditorial.com and ICL eNews 1/27/22)
SIX RED MARBLES is seeking writers to develop 
content for educational publishing and literacy programs, 
including support materials for classroom teachers. Projects 
are usually short term and often require intense time 
commitment. Great opportunity to gain credits and 
increase writing experience. Click on the careers page 
“freelancer application” link to apply.  
(SixRedMarbles.com and ICL eNews 1/27/22)

“Being gifted creates obligations, which 
means you owe the world your best 
effort at the work you love. You too are a 
natural resource.”

Barbara Sher (1935-2020) – Author, Speaker, Life Coach
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REQUESTED. THEN REJECTED. An editor or agent 
requests your manuscript. Yay! Hope rises in your heart 
and head. . .  until the material is rejected – sometimes 
without a word of explanation, other than the vague “it’s 
not right for my list at this time.” So what’s going on? 
Author Anne R. Allen sheds light on some common 
reasons why your manuscript might initially spark interest, 
but ultimately miss the mark, and she provides suggestions 
for ways to increase your odds for publishing success.  
(ICL eNews 1/13/22 and AnneRAllen.com)

“Optimism is the faith that leads to 
achievement. Nothing can be done 
without hope and confidence.”

Helen Keller (1880-1968) –  
Author and Disability Rights Activist

WRITING EVENTS
END OF PITCH WARS AND #PITMAD 
After 10 years in operation, the popular mentoring 
program Pitch Wars and contest #PitMad closed on 
February 15. Founder Brenda Drake estimates that the 
program and contests resulted in nearly 500 authors 
connecting with agents and launching careers. However, 
the stress of the pandemic, compounded by medical issues 
and bereavements in the families of Drake and volunteer 
organizer Kellye Garrett, led to the decision to shelve the 
programs. “We need a break,” Drake said. “We wanted to 
end with good memories while we were still on top.” 
Although the #PitMad and Pitch Wars names have been 
retired for now, Drake is not closing the door to the idea of 
restarting the event in the future. pitch-wars-comes-to-
an-end.html (PW 3/1/22)

THURSDAY, MAY 5 
#APIpit – Open to self-identifying Asian/Pasifika writers 
and illustrators during Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month. Pitch between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. EST. For 
pitch rules see www.apipit.com – Twitter: @APIpit

MONDAY, MAY 16 
#SWANApit – Open to any writers or illustrators 
identifying as South West Asian and /or North African. 
Picture book, middle grade, YA, and adult authors are invited 
to participate. Contest open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST. For contest 
information visit quillersme.wordpress.com –  
Twitter: @SwanaPitch

THURSDAY, MAY 19 
#PitDark – Promotes literature of a “darker” nature. While 
not limited to horror works, any pitched manuscript must 
absolutely contain an element of horror or darker writing. 
Genres include pure horror novels, dark fantasy, murder 
mysteries, psychological horror stories, non-fiction works 
about darker subjects, etc. MG, YA, NA, and adult age 
categories only. Pitch from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Party rules and 
examples at jasonhuebinger.com – Twitter: @pitdark

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 
#PBPitch – Open to unagented picture book writers and 
illustrators. Exclusively for picture book pitches only.  
For pitch rules visit www.pbpitch.com –  
Twitter: @PJMcIlvaine / @ShumakerDebra

THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
#PitchDis – Created to showcase pitches from the 
disabled community, which has been historically under-
represented in the publishing industry. In order to partici-
pate in #PitchDis, writers must self-identify as disabled, 
neurodivergent, and/or chronically ill. They must also have 
a complete, polished manuscript. #OwnVoices stories are 
welcome, but the characters do not have to be disabled, 
neurodivergent, or chronically ill in order for writers to 
participate in the event. For more contest details visit 
www.pitchdis.com – Twitter: @PitchDis

JULY 1-31 
#CampNaNoWriMo – This non-Twitter event provides 
a wide-open opportunity to work on any type of creative 
project, not just a novel. First drafts or revisions, scripts, 
stories, poems, or essays are all welcome. Just set a goal and 
write. Sign up details at ywp.nanowrimo.org/pages/camp-
nanowrimo

“It’s wonderful to have awards.  
But you don’t live for awards.  
You do your work as best as you can 
and enjoy it. That’s what is most 
important.”

Gwendolyn Brooks (1917-2000) –  
Pulitzer Prize-winning Poet & Author

cont’d on pg. 14
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RITA D. RUSSELL
Rita D. Russell is a word lover, storyteller, 
and writer with hope and heart. She has 
tons of terrific ideas for picture books, 
screenplays, novels, and T-shirts, and she’s 
excited to share her work with the world. 
She’s always on the hunt for the best  
pecan pie recipe ever, and occasionally 

she tweets @RRussellWrites.

AWARDS
2022 EZRA JACK KEATS AWARDS
Established in 1985, the Ezra Jack Keats Awards honor 
outstanding new writers and illustrators who create books 
that reflect the diverse nature of our world in the spirit of 
Ezra Jack Keats. To be eligible, writers and illustrators 
must have had no more than three books previously 
published. The 2022 winners and honorees:
 •  Writer: Paul Harbridge, Out into the Big Wide Lake 
 •  Illustrator: Gracey Zhang, Lala’s Words 
 •  Honorees for Writing:  

Joanna Ho, Playing at the Border 
Anne Wynter, Everybody in the Red Brick Building 

 •  Honorees for Illustration:  
Marta Bartolj, Every Little Kindness 
Kenesha Sneed, Many Shapes of Clay 

(Ezra-Jack-Keats.org and PWCB 3/8/22) 

2022 CHILDREN’S BOOK COMMITTEE AWARDS
The Children’s Book Committee was created in 1909 to 
help parents better understand child development. Each 
year, the committee compiles a list of titles to guide 
librarians, educators, parents, grandparents, and other 
interested adults to the best books for children published 
that year. The awards include:
Josette Frank Award, given annually since 1943, honors 
books for children and young people who face difficulties 
in life and might benefit from seeing realistic characters 
like themselves who deal positively with the problems  
they face. The 2022 Josette Frank Award winners:
 •  Younger Readers: Milo Imagines the World by  

Matt de la Peña; illustrated by Christian Robinson 
 •  Older Readers: Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline 

Boulley 
Flora Stieglitz Straus Award, established in 1994, is 
presented annually for a distinguished work of nonfiction 
that serves as an inspiration to young people. The 2022 
Flora Stieglitz Strauss Award winner: 
  Hear My Voice/Escucha mi voz: The Testimonies of Children 

Detained at the Southern Border of the United States 
compiled by Warren Binford 

Claudia Lewis Award, first given in 1998, honors the best 
poetry book of the year. The 2022 Claudia Lewis Award 
winner:
  You Don’t Have to Be Everything: Poems for Girls 

Becoming Themselves edited by Diana Whitney 
(BankStreet.edu and PWCB 2/1/22)

2022 SCOTT O’DELL AWARD 
FOR HISTORICAL FICTION 
Scott O’Dell established this award in 1982 “to encourage 
other writers to focus on historical fiction. He hoped in 
this way to increase the interest of young readers in the 
historical background that has helped to shape their 
country and their world.” This year’s award recognizes 
Ophie’s Ghosts by Justina Ireland. The middle-grade novel 
follows a 12-year-old Black girl who is visited by spirits as 
she tries to make a living in Pittsburgh in 1922. 
(ScottOdell.com and PWCB 2/25/22)

2021 NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARDS
Established in 1950, the National Jewish Book Awards is 
the most prestigious award given by the Jewish Book 
Council to recognize authors of outstanding English-
language books of Jewish interest.
 •  Picture Book: Dear Mr. Dickens by Nancy Churnin, 

illustrated by Bethany Stancliffe 
 •  Middle Grade: Linked by Gordon Korman 
 •  Young Adult Literature: Rebel Daughter  

by Lori Banov Kaufmann 
(JewishBookCouncil.org and PWCB 1/20/22)
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