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Most kidlit creators try to make a 
positive impression on their 
audience. They want to give 
children hope and make them feel 
empowered. So it would be a great 
detriment for us to inaccurately 
depict cultures or inadvertently 
hurt a member of our young, 
impressionable audience. The call 
for diversity and own voices in 
recent years has shined a spotlight 
on our blind spots.

In my real life, I work as an 
Occupational Therapist in a couple 
of Kansas City schools, so I’m 
around children with disabilities. 
But when I watched the webinar 
Disability Reset: Changing How We 
Think, Talk and Write About 
Disability by Karol Ruth Silverstein 
at SCBWI’s summer conference, 

What’s in a Word
BY MICHELE HELSEL, KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

she brought up a few words that I 
had never thought about as being 
offensive. I could possibly have used 
them in a manuscript without 
realizing the painful punch it may 
have caused. One word was “lame,” 
used in modern parlance to mean 
something is dull or stupid. 
However, some who cannot walk 
are offended when lame is used in 
this manner. Other common words 
used in dialogue that could hurt 
someone include “crazy” or 
“insane.” A substitute word could 
be “wild.”

During an author chat, Karen Yin (a 
copywriter and editor who advised 
on quality control for Disney, Pixar, 
and Dreamworks’ campaigns), 
explained a term she coined – 
conscious language – meaning 
“mindful and compassionate 
language” (karenyin.com/about/). 
Karen has created an amazing 
website entitled the Conscious Style 
Guide (consciousstyleguide.com/) 

which has links to various subjects 
regarding diversity. Ability/disability, 
age, appearance, ethnicity/race/
nationality, gender/sex/sexuality, 
health, socioeconomic status, 
spirituality/religion/atheism are all 
explored with articles and resources. 

Specifically for writers 
(consciousstyleguide.com/
creative-writing/) and illustrators 
(consciousstyleguide.com/design-
images/) there are numerous links 
to different sites that can guide us 
in our accuracy and sensitivity, so 
kids have the opportunity to find 
themselves in books and feel 
proud and seen. This site is a 
gateway to amazing resources that 
shed light on cultures and people 
to celebrate our differences while 
highlighting our similarities. 

After reading through several of the 
links, your understanding of what’s 
in a word may expand, as well.

Happy creating!

SCBWI KS/MO CHAPTER – FALL 2022

MICHELE HELSEL, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

Michele Helsel writes picture books and middle grade. When 
she is not writing or researching, she reads about writing, 
takes courses on writing, or sneaks chocolate from the pantry 
while writing. Michele enjoys sunset walks on the beach, hik-
ing in the mountains, and swimming in the ocean but lives in 
the suburbs of Kansas City with her husband and three kids 
where she, instead, takes nightly walks in a nearby “green 
space” with her two puppy dogs.

https://karenyin.com/about/
https://consciousstyleguide.com/
https://consciousstyleguide.com/creative-writing/
https://consciousstyleguide.com/creative-writing/
https://consciousstyleguide.com/design-images/
https://consciousstyleguide.com/design-images/


2 SCRIBBLES SCBWI KS/MO CHAPTER – FALL 2022

Breathe New Life Into Your Routine
BY NICKI JACOBSMEYER KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

As creators, finding and making time to work on our craft 
can feel like an endless battle. I wanted to pick the brains of 
some of the successful members in our regions and get a 
snapshot of their daily routine. What does a day in their life 
look like as a creator? How do they juggle family, friends, 
work, etc, and their craft? My hope is their words encourage 
and inspire you to breathe new life into your routine. 

From Elizabeth Baddeley, Illustrator

my body as well.
I have awake tasks and tired tasks. This technique I 
developed during the early days of Covid. My son was 
barely 1 1/2 and we were all at home. I was getting up at 6 
am to work for a couple hours before my husband had 
meetings. I knew I couldn’t sketch or write that early in the 
morning, so I digitally colored a book I was working on at 
the time. When I got back to work around 4 that 
afternoon, I was more awake and could focus on more 
creative tasks. It’s not ideal, but it works when you are 
stretched very thin. I don’t find it useful at all to try to be 
creative when I am tired.
Within my workday, I stay flexible. I tried keeping a strict 
schedule for a while, but it didn’t work great for me. Maybe 
it makes sense for some people to always answer emails in 
the morning or write every afternoon. However, today I’m 
working on a painting. While I’m waiting for my watercolor 
to dry, I’m writing this! Perhaps I have an appointment at 
11, but I drop my son off at 9. It’s not enough time to go 
back and work so I’ll hit up a coffee shop or visit a bookstore 
or library. This definitely requires a bit of planning ahead. 
Ideally, I’ll take a moment at the end of the day to roughly 
outline what the following day will be like. While I always 
keep my eye on the big goals, planning out my day-to-day a 
week in advance just doesn’t work for me. 
I accept that it’s not always going to work. My son has 
been sick a lot lately (the joys of daycare). My husband 
doesn’t have a flexible schedule with his job, so childcare 
often falls to me during those days. I have had to get used 
to getting in a workflow, stopping all of a sudden and then 
starting again. It’s hard. Honestly, I’m not sure I’ve gotten 
any better at it. What I know doesn’t help is stressing about 
what I’m not getting done. I just try to remember that this 
time in my life isn’t going to last forever.

From Jody Feldman, Author

Splash!: Ethelda Bleibtrey 
Makes Waves of Change
By Elizabeth Baddeley (Illo) 
and Elisa Boxer (Author) 

Sleeping Bear Press 
ISBN: 9781534111431

ebaddeley.com

No Way Home
By Jody Feldman

Sourcebooks 
ISBN: 9781728254265

jodyfeldman.com

cont’d on pg. 3

While I work from home and the job of an illustrator is 
generally super flexible, I’ve always kept pretty consistent 
9-5 M-F (or so) hours. I think this is partially because it’s 
what I’ve always done – I started out my career in the 
corporate world and the routine just stuck. I am also 
married to someone with an office job and my son is in 
daycare during the week, so it still makes the best sense for 
our lifestyle.
My art studio is at home, but I’m not always “making art.” 
On days and weeks that are more research and writing 
heavy, I have been going to the library to work. I even pack 
a lunch and stay all day. I find that I get much more 
distracted when I am writing and at the library there are 
just way fewer distractions.
I understand that play and exploration are not just fun, but 
actually necessary. This fall, I enrolled in an urban sketching 
class at the Lawrence Arts Center. I essentially devote all 
day Friday to observational sketching. While this sounds 
like a fun indulgence, I think it’s an incredibly necessary skill 
to keep up for my illustration practice. Also, knowing that 
my Fridays will be filled with this activity often helps me to 
be more productive during the rest of the week.
I’m starting to prioritize my physical health. I’ve recently 
started going to the gym during my workday. I used to feel 
really guilty doing this. Like, my son is in daycare, away 
from me and I’m...working out? But a while back, I was 
logging a lot of time sketching on my iPad and hunched 
over my drawing table. It was incredibly hard on my back, 
and I was in a lot of pain. I realized that if I wasn’t going to 
strengthen and stretch certain muscles, I was going to be 
forced to take time off anyway AND I’d be in pain. A little 
movement every day not only helps my brain function, but 

It was when I started treating writing like a job that I 
found the rhythm that I use today. I’m not talking about a 
full-time job, mind you, but it is one with hours, 
expectations, accountability, and even vacations. (Sadly, 
though, no medical.)

http://ebaddeley.com/
https://jodyfeldman.com
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Some days, I’ll have a whole block of time; some, only 
minutes. But I’ve made a commitment to myself that every 
weekday (it’s a job, so weekends off ) I will write. Some 
days, it might be only 50 words or the editing of a 
troublesome paragraph or a series of ideas. Some days, it 
might be entire chapters. Words on the page. Any page. 
Preferably computer screen, but also envelopes, napkins, 
menus…whatever the circumstance dictates.
I consider any day that I’ve written a success. Like people 
have said, all it takes is writing one page a day to finish a 
365-page book in a year.
Time. There never seems to be enough of it. Write. Shower. 
Write. Exercise. Write. Cook. Write. Clean. Write. Email. 
Write. Family. Write. Errands. Write. Phone. Right?
If all those in-between-writing tasks went away, how much 
more could I write? Not just quantity, but quality. At least, 
that’s what I used to believe. But here’s the reality – at 
least, my reality.
When it comes to life and writing, writing stems from life. 
The emotions, the observances, the conversations. The 
caterpillar on the leaf. The migrating birds stopping for a 
break. The scent of perfume. The taste of butter. The 
reflection of the sun on a picture frame. All these pieces of 
life can only add substance and color to your writing.
And so, as distracting as they are, I’ve come to consider these 
disruptions as a vital part of my writing. Well, sometimes.

From Alastair Heim, Author

take a five-to-ten-minute break away from the computer. 
I’ll walk around the house, ask my kids what they’re up to, 
etc. Then, I go right back to writing for five or ten minutes 
and repeat the process all over again. I find that this is an 
easy way to get some writing done without having to 
commit to a five-hour session. I seem to be more 
productive when I write this way, too.
When I am writing NEW ideas, that’s a different STORY 
altogether (again…pun intended). I will sometimes go 
weeks or months without writing anything new. 
Not. A. Single. Word.
But, when inspiration hits, I’ve been known to wake up in the 
middle of the night to write a full first draft. When I’m on to 
something, I know I have to make time for it. And I do…
while waiting at the dentist’s office, or the auto dealership, or 
when my wife is driving us to a party or family get-together 
…I find time. That’s the beauty of laptop computers…they fit 
perfectly in your lap, no matter where you are.
And the good news is that as American humans, we are 
forced to sit around and wait A LOT. I call this time, 
“Alastair Time” and take advantage of it whenever I can. 
I’m also blessed to have an incredibly supportive family 
when it comes to my writing. While I can’t take credit for 
this idea, since my oldest daughter LITERALLY thought 
of this (one more intended pun) and gifted it to me for 
Father’s Day a few years ago...when my family asks me 
what I want for Christmas or my birthday or Father’s Day, 
I will always answer, “time to write.” Which is what they 
now give me for gifts on holidays and birthdays every year.
At the very least, I try to commit myself to coming up with at 
least three new book titles each day. I usually spend my lunch 
hour or the drive home ideating, and when I think of 
something, I capture it in my phone or on a 3x5 notecard. I 
have journals full of thousands of book titles that will never 
become books, but the ones that eventually DID become 
books are a result of me committing to this daily exercise. 
There’s a diamond in every rough.

Jody Jensen Shaffer, Author

Breathe New Life ... cont’d from pg. 2

If I Were Saint Nick: A 
Christmas Story
By the Cat in the Hat (With A 
Little Help From Alastair Heim)

Random House 
ISBN: 9780593431283

alastairheim.com

cont’d on pg. 4

I’m a full-time dad AND have a full-time job, so my 
“standard” writing time can vary from week to week and 
project to project. I’ll do my best to explain…
First, when I have a hard editing deadline from a publisher, 
I work at it every spare minute I get. Whether that’s in the 
evenings when I get home from work, or on the weekend 
mornings in bed with a pot of coffee, OR at my oldest 
daughter’s dive practice, I really “dive in” (pun completely 
intended) to make sure my edits are delivered on time. I’m 
a deadline driven writer and am completely pressure 
prompted, which means that when a deadline is 
impending, my brain kicks into another gear in a way I 
can’t really articulate but am entirely thankful for.
I also tend to write in “five-minute bursts.” Simply put, I 
try to focus five to ten minutes straight on writing, then 

Emergency Kittens!
By Jody Jensen Shaffer

Random House/Doubleday 
ISBN: 9781984830081

jodyjensenshaffer.com

While Jody raised her kids, she could only catch minutes 
to write between running them to practices, helping with 
homework, fixing meals, etc. She shares, “I wouldn’t trade 
my time with my kids for anything, even though it has 

http://www.alastairheim.com/
https://jodyjensenshaffer.com/
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delayed my career somewhat.” Now that they’ve left the 
nest, she is fortunate to be able to write and do other 
book-related events full-time.
A typical day starts with a two-for-one activity of walking 
and passing the time while listening to an audiobook 
(usually a spine-tingling mystery or other Book of 
Significance for adults) and forgetting she’s exercising. 
Then, she heads to her desk to write, edit, look at 
illustrations, return emails, etc. When she needs a break 
from a project or particularly sticky plot issue, she steps 
away and spends time with her dog in the backyard, does 
laundry, or runs errands. Once she feels refreshed, she goes 
back to work till dinner. If Jody is particularly excited 
about a project, she may work more in the evening. “Rinse 
and repeat the next day!”
From Il Sung Na, Illustrator

Breathe New Life ... cont’d from pg. 3

My Tree
By Il Sung Na (Illo) and Hope 
Lim (Author)

Neal Porter Books 
ISBN: 9780823443383

ilsungna.com

My daily or weekly routine is pretty simple. Ever since I 
started teaching, I have had to dedicate my time, two or 
three days a week to school. Sometimes there are more 
meetings or other things I have to deal with, but mostly 
three days.
Then, I have four days to work for myself. I typically begin 
my day checking emails and unfinished businesses in the 

morning, sometimes checking social media, and seeing if 
there are any new postings from my favorite artists/
illustrators. When I feel lazy, I like seeing some 
inspirational works that make me think I got to work on 
something.
I am probably not the perfect person to ask how I manage 
my days because I don’t have a set schedule for myself. I 
don’t do 9-5 work hours, but it is most likely whenever I 
want to work. In most of the cases, I end up working too 
much and too long though, and through weekends. As my 
family lives far away (17 hours flight), I don’t have to deal 
with family events, but I still try to find time for my wife 
and dog. Not easy!
This is a good question for me because I have been 
thinking about how I manage my time more efficiently. 
But I have not found a good answer yet. But just keep 
working and keep creating picture books.

NICKI JACOBSMEYER, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR
Nicki Jacobsmeyer writes fiction and 
non-fiction for children and adults. She 
has a middle grade book, Surviving the 
Iditarod, You Choose: Surviving Extreme 
Sports (Capstone Press, 2017) and a 
historical non-fiction book, Images Of 
America, Chesterfield (Arcadia Publish-
ing, 2016). She is the honor recipient of 

the 2021 SCBWI Works of Outstanding Promise (WOOP) Grant 
and is represented by Stacey Graham at 3 Seas Literary.
Besides reading and writing she loves to travel, knit, sunsets, 
family barbeques and watching a storm come in from her front 
porch. Visit her at nickijacobsmeyer.com.

MEMBER NEWS
Beth Bacon’s next picture book, The 
Panda Cub Swap, came out from Histria 
Kids on September 6, 2022. It’s 
illustrated by Anne Belov. When Zoo 
Atlanta’s beloved giant panda, Lun Lun, 

surprises everyone by having twins, the staff pitches in on 
the monumental task of nurturing these newest members 
of one of the world’s most endangered species. 

Amy Houts’s new nonfiction book, 
Christian Q&A Book for Kids, targeting 6-9 
year olds, was released by Rockridge Press in 
August, 2022.

Author Crystal Hubbard’s fourth picture 
book, Marvelous Mabel, was released on 
October 18, 2022 by Lee & Low Books 
for Children.

Michelle I. Mason’s sophomore young adult 
novel, My Second Impression of You, released 
Sept. 20 from Bloomsbury YA. It follows 
16-year-old Broadway hopeful Maggie, who 
after the worst week of her life has the 
opportunity to relive the best day of her life 

through an app on her phone.

Billie Holladay Skelley has a 
story in the new Chicken Soup for 
the Soul: My Wonderful, Wacky 
Family available November 1, 
2022. Her book Hypatia: Ancient 
Alexandria’s Female Scholar also 
won a Bronze Medal in the 2022 Moonbeam Children’s 
Book Awards.

http://www.ilsungna.com/
http://www.nickijacobsmeyer.com
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Why I Love to Volunteer
BY SUE FRITZ KS/MO ASSISTANT REGIONAL ADVISOR

A few years ago, I became the volunteer coordinator for 
our region’s conferences. I was excited at the thought of 
working with schedules. I love schedules. Corny, I know. 
But I loved filling in the spaces for the times and the 
names of those volunteering and the jobs they would be 
doing. I liked having my schedule on a clipboard where I 
could refer to it easily throughout the conference. But 
volunteering led me to much more than just scheduling. It 
led me to connections.
I made so many connections with those who signed up to 
help at registration, or monitor rooms, or be runners or 
timers for critiques. All weekend long at the conference it 
was nice to see the faces of those volunteers and chat with 
them between sessions or at lunch. When I see their names 
pop up for other events I’m like “I know that person!” even 
though they aren’t someone I talk to daily. 
I love that I have connected with them on social media. It’s 
great to see their successes or encourage them if there are 
disappointments. It’s fun to get to know them on a more 
personal level also. Someone I recently connected with this 
year has a grand baby she shares pictures of on Facebook. I love 

being able to share in her joy. We first connected at an in-
person conference, and then at the Abbey retreat back in April. 
As the ARA of our region, I have been able to make even 
more connections. I organized the critique groups for our 
retreat at the Abbey and it was great to meet new people 
and establish some kind of relationship with them and talk 
through our emails. It was great to put a face to a name. I 
can’t wait to see them again. 
Volunteering has had so many benefits for me. I’m so glad 
I decided to do it!

SUE FRITZ, ASSISTANT ADVISOR
Sue Fritz is a retired elementary teacher. 
She writes picture books and is dabbling 
with a middle grade novel. When not 
writing, Sue likes to read, play with her 
dog, bake, and do jigsaw puzzles. Her  
favorite time of year is spring, when 
everything is fresh and new and smells 
good outside. Sue likes to work on her 

stories in her backyard then, listening to the birds chirp and 
feeling the spring breeze. Sue has two grown sons that she is 
proud of and a wonderful husband. 

Check out our featured illustrator of the month at ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-illustrator

Recent Illustrators of The Month
August Kruttika Susarla September Tess Rosenthal

October Bernadette Lamb November Fall images group post

http://ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-illustrator
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Check out our latest PAL 
Author of the Month at 

ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author

As we enter the last few weeks of 2022, take some time to 
reflect on your writing goals for the year. Did you 
accomplish the tasks you set out to? 
In January, many of us are gung-ho about doing all the 
things, but by November we discover that our desires didn’t 
always line up with our actions. At this point, we can scrap 
the goals and wait until January rolls around, or we can 
revisit those goals and finish the year strong. 
I say, “Finish strong!” And here’s why.
I joined 12x12 for the first time this year and was excited 
to start. One manuscript per month seemed like a great 
challenge, and with the support of a fantastic network, 
super doable. There are so many resources, webinars, and 
opportunities to get involved, I just knew this would be a 
great ‘next step’ in my career. And then my mom died in 
April, and I fell off the grid. Have I written 12 
manuscripts this year? Nope. And I’m okay with that. 
Sometimes life throws you a curveball and you have to 
adjust your plans.
I also hoped to find an agent this year, but that hasn’t 
happened yet. In retrospect, I haven’t been submitting to 
agents, and it’s highly unlikely that one is going to fall 
from the sky and into my lap. Some of this I can blame on 
the industry. But if I’m being honest, it’s mostly on me. 
Finding an agent requires time and attention to a few 
things that I like to avoid. For instance, I like to avoid 
query letters. I also like to avoid writing a bio and synopsis. 
Sometimes I like to avoid revisions. See the problem? It’s 
kind of hard to find an agent when you’re not willing to do 
the work you don’t wanna do.
But not all hope is lost.
If you’re feeling down about your writing goals and 
focusing on all the things that didn’t happen this year, I 
encourage you to take ten minutes to look at what you 
DID accomplish. Here’s my short list:
 •  My first picture book released this year.
 • I visited 7 schools, with at least 1 more on the books.
  • I wrote a picture book manuscript & won 4th place 

   (Institute of Children’s Literature).
  • I published 8 freelance articles, including one grief  

   poem about my mom. 
  • I entered 3 fun fall contests (Fall Frenzy, Halloweensie,   

   and ICL).

 • I attended the Middle of the Map conference.
  • And non-writing related: I got up everyday and I kept 

   stepping forward.
The writer life isn’t easy. It requires hard work, dedication, 
perseverance, tough skin, patience, creativity, grit, and 
probably a little bit of crazy:) But, if it brings joy to your 
heart…YOU MUST KEEP GOING.
Goals are there to keep you on track, but it’s okay if you 
don’t hit all of them. Be thankful for how far you’ve come 
this year and remember that success presents itself in more 
than one way.
Did you write something you’re really proud of? That’s 
amazing. Celebrate!
Have you stepped out of your comfort zone and made friends in 
the writing community? Good for you. Celebrate!
Have you received rejections this year? It means you are 
putting yourself out there. Celebrate!
No matter where you’re at on your goals for 2022, you can 
choose to finish the year strong. Take care of those things 
which are in your control and let the other stuff go. We are 
all in this together, and together, we celebrate!

AMANDA FLINN, PAL COORDINATOR 
Amanda Flinn is an award-winning 
author, blogger and book nerd. Her 
debut board book, Yoga Baby, was 
released June 2020, with The Maker, 
and God Made All Your Feelings 
scheduled to arrive in 2021 and 2022. 
Amanda lives in Jackson, Missouri, with 
her husband, three boys, two rowdy 

rescue pups and a pair of furry chinchillas. amandaflinn.com.

Finishing the Year Strong
BY AMANDA FLINN, KS/MO PAL COORDINATOR

http://ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author
http://www.amandaflinn.com/
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“Demand has been growing steadily for 
children’s books that address traumatic events 
such as school shootings. Sales of books for 
young readers on violence, grief, and emotions 
have increased for nine straight years, with 
nearly six million copies sold in 2021 — more 
than double the amount in 2012, according to 
NPD BookScan, which tracks U.S. retail sales 
of print books. As anxiety and depression rates 
have soared among young Americans, 
educators and advocates say children’s books 
can play a role in helping them cope.”

Claire Savage, “Demand Soars for Kids Books 
Addressing Violence, Trauma,” Associated Press/Report 

for America Statehouse News Initiative, 10/11/22

BOOK MARKETS
ALGONQUIN YOUNG READERS and 
WORKMAN CHILDREN’S have united to create one 
brand that publishes fiction and nonfiction titles across all 
genres. “The partnership allows us to leverage each other’s 
strengths and also enables us to realize economies of scale,” 
said AYR publisher Stacy Lellos. Editorial Director 
Cheryl Klein, late of Lee & Low, will helm the AYR team 
along with Senior Editor Krestyna Lypen, Editor Sarah 
Alpert, and Art Director Laura Williams. Eighteen new 
titles are slated for fall and winter releases. AYR will 
expand its picture book and chapter book lists, while 
continuing to focus on contemporary realism, mystery/
thriller, Latinx, and LGBTQ+ releases. Workman Kids will 
continue to focus on nonfiction with its Brain Quest, Big 
Fat Notebooks, Indestructibles, and Paint by Sticker line. 
(Publishers Weekly (PW) 8/11/22)

Oregon-based BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING, an 
imprint of independent audiobook publisher Blackstone 
Audio, is extending its presence in the children’s book 
market with the autumn publication of its first-ever 
middle-grade novel, Exposing Ezra by Amy E. Feldman. 

The company broke into the YA market in 2017, debuting 
The House of Night Other World series by bestselling 
authors P.C. Cast and Kristen Cast. Senior Acquisitions 
Editor Daniel Ehrenhaft, a veteran publisher who 
launched Sourcebooks Fire in 2009 and Soho Teen in 
2011, is acquiring MG and YA projects for Blackstone and 
aims to build an eclectic list. “Blackstone is a great place to 
publish unique, diverse voices, and I am excited about how 
we are entering the middle-grade space,” Ehrenhaft said. 
“We are proceeding selectively and cautiously and are 
putting the full weight of our resources behind these 
books.” (PW 10/6/22) 

Small, independent publisher BROTHER 
MOCKINGBIRD produces picture books, early middle 
grade books, middle grade novels, graphic novels, and a 
range of adult genres. The press is also open to select 
narrative nonfiction. Submit using the QueryManager link 
on website. Submission window for this year closes on 
November 30th. (BrotherMockingbird.net and Institute of 
Children’s Literature (ICL) Newsletter 10/13/22)

CHARLESBRIDGE publishes fiction and nonfiction 
board books, picture books, early readers, middle-grade 
fiction and nonfiction, and young adult novels. Seeking 
fiction that features engaging, plot-driven stories with 
strong, distinctive characters. Nonfiction should showcase 
nature, math/science, social studies, the arts, and diversity/
multicultural topics. Not currently seeking alphabet books, 
coloring books, activity books, or novelty books. Before 
submitting, study Charlesbridge’s catalogue to make sure 
your work is a good fit. Complete submission guidelines 
are posted on website. (Charlesbridge.com and Children’s 
Book Insider (CBI) – August 2022)

Buffalo-based CITY OF LIGHT PUBLISHING has 
three imprints for children: CrissCross Applesauce  
(picture books), Cross Your Fingers (early reader and 
middle grade), Cross Your Heart (Young Adult). All are 
open to submissions. See guidelines for each on website 
along with current titles and catalogue. 
(CityOfLightPublishing.com and ICL Newsletter 8/25/22) 

JUST US BOOKS is a premier independent publisher that 
celebrates Black culture, history, and experiences for the 
enrichment of children of all ages and ethnicities. Their 
Marimba Books imprint publishes multicultural children’s 
books that reflect the diversity of America. Currently accepting 
queries for picture books, chapter books (ages 7-9) and middle 
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reader titles (ages 9-12). Work should be compelling and have 
high-interest plot lines, interesting characters, and cultural 
authenticity. ( JustUsBooks.com and ICL Newsletter 9/29/22) 

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is launching LB 
INK, a graphic novel imprint that will encompass all of its 
early-reader, middle-grade, and young adult graphic novels 
– fiction and nonfiction. Andrea Colvin, LBYR’s Editorial 
Director, Graphic Publishing, will also lead LB Ink, 
focusing on stories that reflect kids’ lives today, 
emphasizing contemporary themes and voices, rather than 
fantasy or science fiction. “I’m looking for authentic voices 
that readers can really connect to,” Colvin said. “It needs to 
be relatable to kids who are reading today; they need to be 
able to see themselves in it and it needs to be the kind of 
thing that they want to keep coming back to.” To date, LB 
Ink’s acquisitions include Tori Sharp’s Let’s Pretend, about 
middle-class children dealing with family and relationship 
problems; Numb to This, Kindra Neely’s memoir of 
surviving a mass shooting and its aftermath; and 
Muhammad Najem, War Reporter, the true story of a 
teenager who used his phone and social media to report on 
the war in Syria. Beginning in fall 2023, the LB Ink logo 
will appear on new graphic titles. LB Ink will publish 
approximately 20 titles per year. (PW 10/20/22)

PELICAN PUBLISHING, an imprint of Arcadia 
Publishing, produces children’s and young adult fiction and 
nonfiction with a special emphasis on books that cover every 
aspect of life in New Orleans and the surrounding regions. 
Currently seeking YA regional history, biography, adventure; 
MG (ages 8 to 12) regional history, biography, cooking, 
adventure; and PB (ages 5 to 8) holiday, regional history, 
biography, adventure. Requires exclusive submissions for up 
to three months for PB, and one month for MG and YA. 
Consult website for highly detailed submission guidelines: 
pelicanpub.com/viewer.php?region=92 
(PelicanPub.com and CBI – August 2022)  

D.C.-based SCIENCE, NATURALLY, an imprint of 
Platypus Media, publishes informational fiction and 
nonfiction STEM books for children ages 0-14. Titles must 
entertain and engage children in STEM topics and help 
support family life through education, positive images and 
role models, and entertainment. “Using fictional and 
nonfictional forms, diverse characters, and engaging formats, 
we make intimidating subjects intriguing and accessible to 
scientists, mathematicians, and book lovers of all ages.” In an 
effort to reach as many readers as possible, this pub is 
committed to printing books in multiple editions, including 
braille, bilingual, eBook, and translations to more than six 
languages. Submission details on website.  
(ScienceNaturally.com and ICL Newsletter 8/18/22) 

TUTTLE PUBLISHING has been a leading publisher 
of Asia-themed books for over 70 years. Their children’s books 
include fiction and nonfiction picture books, poetry and story 
anthologies, craft books, and manga and graphic novels for 
upper middle grade and young adults. All submissions must 
have content that ties in with Asian culture or history, 
languages, cuisines, martial arts, arts and crafts, Eastern 
philosophes, etc. For picture books, send the entire 
manuscript. For longer fiction, send one or two sample 
chapters. In the subject line, put the category of the 
submission (children’s picture book biography, origami craft 
book for middle grades, etc.), and paste the entire submission 
within the email. Responds in about three months. See 
current titles on website, along with complete submission 
guidelines. (TuttlePublishing.com and CBI – September 2022)

“Coinciding with Banned Books Week 
2022, held September 18-24, PEN 
America has issued a new report, which 
found that more than 2,500 book bans 
were issued in some 140 school districts in 
32 states during the 2021-22 school year… 
‘This censorious movement is turning our 
public schools into political battlegrounds, 
driving wedges within communities, 
forcing teachers and librarians from their 
jobs, and casting a chill over the spirit of 
open inquiry and intellectual freedom that 
underpins a flourishing democracy,’ said 
Suzanne Nossel, CEO of PEN America.” 

Andrew Albanese, “PEN America Report Shows ‘Rapid 
Acceleration’ of Book Bans in Schools,” Publishers Weekly 9/19/22

PUBLISHING PERSONNEL NEWS 
SCBWI welcomed TeMika Grooms as Manager, Design 
and Illustration. Grooms will work with the executive team 
to rebrand SCBWI and oversee its graphic design needs. 
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Job Moves (PWCJM) 9/1/22)

Hannah Rivera has joined BLOOMSBURY 
CHILDREN’S as Assistant Editor, YA and Children’s 
Books, coming from an internship at Salky Literary 
Management. (PWCJM 10/4/22)

https://pelicanpub.com/viewer.php?region=92
https://pelicanpub.com/viewer.php?region=92
about:blank
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CANDLEWICK PRESS has three promotions: Rita 
Csizmadia moves up to Senior Designer, from designer. 
Alex Robertson is Associate Editor, from assistant editor. 
Ainslie Campbell-Schwartz is Assistant Editor, from 
editorial assistant. (PWCJM 10/4/22 and 8/2/22)

Three promotions at CHRONICLE BOOKS 
CHILDREN’S: Ariel Richardson is Senior Editor, from 
editor; Daria Harper is Editor, from associate editor; 
Elizabeth Lazowski is Associate Editor, from assistant editor. 
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf (PWCB) 10/18/22)

Rachel Diebel has moved up from associate editor to 
Editor at FEIWEL AND FRIENDS. Diebel will also 
oversee Square Fish Books, the paperback imprint of 
Macmillan Children’s Books. (PWCJM 9/1/22)

FREE SPIRIT PUBLISHING welcomes Deidra 
Purvis as Acquisitions Editor, Children and Teens, coming 
from Mackin Educational Resources where she was 
director of classroom services. (PWCB 10/18/22)

At HARPERCOLLINS, Alyssa Miele has been 
promoted from editor to Senior Editor at Quill Tree 
Books. And Katherine Tegen, V-P and Publisher of 
Katherine Tegen Books, is set to retire in December, after 
nearly 40 years in publishing. Tegen first joined 
HarperCollins in 1984, when it was called Harper & Row 
Junior Books. Over the years she also held posts at 
Houghton Mifflin and at Disney, before returning to 
HarperCollins in 2001 and launching her eponymous 
imprint in 2003. Post her retirement, Tegen’s imprint will 
continue under a new name, yet to be announced. “. . . I feel 
very fortunate that I started in publishing before there was 
email, before most of our communication became digital. 
I’ve always loved talking with people and the hands-on 
aspect of publishing. The way we work now feels like a loss. 
I’m hoping that everyone can go back to the office soon 
and enjoy the social aspects of working in publishing.”  
(PWCB 10/13/22 and PW 10/6/22)

Valery Badio has joined HENRY HOLT BFYR as 
Editorial Assistant. (PWCJM 8/2/22)

HOLIDAY HOUSE welcomes Tova Seltzer as Editorial 
Assistant for Margaret Ferguson Books and Neal Porter 
Books. Previously she was a freelance developmental editor 
for Salt and Sage Books. (PWCJM 10/4/22)

Andrea Nelson has been promoted to Managing Editor, 
YA Nonfiction, from associate managing editor at 
LERNER PUBLISHING GROUP. (PWCJM 8/2/22)

Steph Stilwell has rejoined LITTLE BEE BOOKS as 
Senior Designer, coming from Hello Lucky where she was 
an art director. (PWCJM 10/4/22)

Madelyn McZeal is Assistant Editor at LEVINE 
QUERIDO, up from editorial assistant. (PWCJM 8/2/22)

Promotions at MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S: 
 • Ashley Caswell is Designer, up from associate designer. 
 •  Carina Licon is Assistant Editor at Henry Holt 

BFYR, from editorial assistant. 
 •  Emilia Sowersby is Assistant Editor at Roaring Brook 

Press, from editorial assistant. (PWCB 10/18/22)

Kayla Tostevin has been promoted to Senior Editor at 
PAGE STREET KIDS, from editor. (PWCJM 10/4/22)

Additions in the art department at RANDOM HOUSE 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS: Véronique Sweet joined as Art 
Director, coming from Little, Brown BFYR where she was 
an art director and picture book designer. And Malcolm 
Jamison joined as Designer, coming from Little Bee Books 
where he was a junior designer. (PWCB 7/21/22)

REBEL GIRLS welcomes Eliza Kirby as Editor, 
segueing from Calliope Media where she was also an 
editor. (PWCJM 10/4/22)

Promotions and new hires at SIMON AND SCHUSTER:
 •  Aladdin: Jessica Smith moves up to Editor, from 

associate editor. Kilson Roque-Fernandez is Assistant 
Editor, from editorial assistant. (PWCB 10/20/22)

 •  Little Simon: Dorielys Cruz has been promoted to 
Assistant Editor, from editorial assistant. Yuliya Vayner 
joined as Editorial Assistant, coming from the same 
post at Springer Nature. (PWCJM 10/4/22 and 9/1/22) 

 •  S&S BFYR: Krista Vitola has been promoted to 
Executive Editor, from senior editor. Alyza Liu is 
Editor, from associate editor. Deeba Zargarpur has 
been promoted to Senior Editor at S&S BFYR and 
Salaam Reads, from editor. Dainese Santos is 
Associate Editor at S&S BFYR and Salaam Reads, 
from assistant editor. (PWCB 10/13/22)

 •  Paula Wiseman/Beach Lane: Danielle Collins is 
Assistant Editor, from editorial assistant.  
(PWCB 10/18/22)

 •  Margaret K. McElderry Books:  Kate Prosswimmer 
has been promoted to Senior Editor, from editor. 
Nicole Fiorica has been promoted to Editor, from 
associate editor. (PWCB 10/13/22)

cont’d on pg. 10
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Carleen Madigan moved up to Editorial Director of 
STOREY PUBLISHING, from executive editor.  
(PWCB 10/3/22)

New hires at WORKMAN KIDS and ALGONQUIN 
YOUNG READERS:
 •  Karen Halpenny is Senior Editor with the educational 

resources team at Workman Kids. Previously she was a 
freelance children’s editor and editorial project manager. 

 •  Karen Smith joined Workman Kids as Editor, coming 
from Knopf BFYR where she was an associate editor. 

 •  Jessica Weil joined as Editorial Assistant, after 
completing internships with Atheneum; Macmillan; 
and Dystel, Goderich & Bourret. 

 •  Molly Magnell joined as Designer, after interning at 
Facebook and 72AndSunny. (PWCJM 10/4/22)

“Your manuscript can be exactly what is 
on an agent’s MSWL and you can still 
get rejected. The take away? Write from 
your heart. Write what you feel. Trends 
come & go. Never stop being authentic.”

Laura Booer – Children’s Book Writer

AGENT NEWS
AEVITAS CREATIVE MANAGEMENT has created 
a new division to serve its kidlit writers and artists. ACM 
Kids & Illustration will be overseen by Rick Richter and 
Senior Agent Adriana Dominguez. (PWCB 9/27/22)

Agent Natalie Lakosil at IRENE GOODMAN 
LITERARY AGENCY is open to queries. She reps adult 
nonfiction, adult cozy mystery/crime, female-driven thrillers, 
upmarket women’s/general fiction, illustrators, and all ages 
(picture book, chapter book, MG, YA) of children’s literature, 
both fiction and nonfiction. “I’m prioritizing projects by and 
about BIPOC and underrepresented voices. Within that, 
I’m particularly interested in projects with intersectionality, 
trans and disability rep, and ANYTHING by Native, First 
Nations and Indigenous authors. I’m also prioritizing stories 
of joy, where identity isn’t the focus.” Additional story 
interests and submission details can be found on Lakosil’s 
Manuscript Wish List page. 
Other agents open to queries at IGLA: 
 •  Miriam Kriss, V-P at IGLA, is eager to find new voices 

she can fall in love with and champion. She’s “. . . open 
to all genres of commercial fiction, from picture books 
through adult. She’s especially on the hunt for female 

driven epic fantasy and thrillers, diverse voices in YA 
and MG, and any novel that pulls her in and makes her 
forget she’s reading.” 

 •  Jr. Agent Lee O’Brien is seeking “books with clear 
stakes and an immersive world, as well as anything with 
lots of atmosphere, magic, monsters, intrigue, or a plot 
full of twists and turns.” They are especially drawn to 
queer romance, ace rep (asexual MC), and trans kids 
with swords. 

 •  Agent Margaret Danko is looking for attention-
grabbing voices especially historical fiction with a dash 
of magical realism, spooky contemporary and fantasy 
YA, and rom-coms full of charm and whimsy. 
(IreneGoodman.com and CBI – October 2022)

P.S. LITERARY Senior Agent Maria Vicente is seeking 
literary fiction, middle grade novels, and nonfiction for all 
ages. Vicente also reps illustrated books (graphic novels/
memoirs/nonfiction, gift books, and picture books from 
author/illustrators), YA novels, adult literary fiction, and 
nonfiction books for all ages. Visit her website for  
complete MSWL and submission guidelines. 
(MariaVicente.com and PSLiterary.com)
Other P.S. Literary agents currently accepting submissions:
 •  Senior Lit Agent Adria Goetz is building her list with 

picture books, middle grade novels, and graphic novels 
for MG and YA. In picture books, she likes commercial 
stories with heart, humor, magic, and possibilities for 
visually dazzling illustrations. For MG she loves 
whimsical storytelling, magical adventures, unique 
formats, a strong voice, and a distinctive hook. For 
graphic novels she likes a wide range of genres, from 
quiet contemporary to historical fiction to fantasy. Read 
her detailed manuscript wish list on her website, 
AdriaGoetz.com

 •  Eric Smith is actively seeking fiction and non-fiction 
projects from diverse voices, particularly middle grade 
and young adult sci-fi and fantasy verse novels, and 
“genre blendy” novels. A breakdown of his wish list plus 
some books he loves are available on his website, 
EricSmithRocks.com

“Concentrate on writing and writing 
will take you to places you never knew 
you wanted to go.”
Ronda Racha Penrice – Author, Journalist, and Cultural Critic 
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MAGAZINE MARKETS, ETC.
**SUBMISSION WARNING**

The Kidlit 411 Facebook group held a robust discussion in 
mid-October regarding Cricket Media, publisher of 
popular children’s magazines, such as ASK, BABYBUG, 
CLICK, LADYBUG, SPIDER, and CRICKET. 
Posters complained that Cricket Media is notorious for 
extremely slow payment to its contributors. Apparently, 
this has been an ongoing problem for nearly 20 years, but 
because of the prominence of its magazines, Cricket simply 
ignores contributors’ complaints. Many posters shared 
stories of not being paid until two or three years after their 
piece was published. While it’s true that Cricket Media 
produces top-quality publications – most of which are 
almost always open to general submissions – from now on 
writers might be wise to carefully consider whether the 
satisfaction of receiving a published credit will soothe the 
sting of not being financially compensated, likely for a very 
long time. 

FUN FOR KIDZ is a bimonthly themed magazine 
targeting kids aged 8-10. “Looking for lively writing that 
involves an activity that is both wholesome and 
exceptional.” Evergreen topics include pets, nature, 
hobbies, games, sports, careers, and anything else that 
appeals to kids. Ideal length is 300-325 words for one 
page article, and 600-650 for a two-page article. Prefers 
articles accompanied by high-resolution photography. 
Poetry pays $10 and articles pay at least 5 cents a word. 
Photo payment is $5. All submissions via postal mail.  
(FunForKidz.com and ICL Newsletter 8/18/22)

NATURE FRIEND magazine is a conservative 
Christian publication that was born out of a desire “to 
encourage children to believe in God as their Creator and 
to seek out, recognize, and appreciate His handiwork.” It 
aims to “quietly and joyfully present the positive side of 
nature.” Only publishes nonfiction or realistic fiction 
(ideally from 500 to 1,000 words.) Accepts submissions 
of complete articles, poetry, puzzles, and projects. Current 
priority needs: science projects for ages 8-16, 
conversational stories for ages 6 and up, and captioned 
photos of a natural phenomenon. This magazine has a lot 
of restrictions, so make sure to read guidelines carefully 
before submitting. Sample issues are on website.  
(NatureFriendMagazine.com and ICL Newsletter 10/13/22)

SMORE science magazine introduces young readers, 
especially girls grades 3 through 8, to STEM. “Science is 
everywhere and technology is a practical imperative of our 

The Market Place cont’d from pg. 10

lives. So we aim to be the media that informs and inspires 
the youth to be scientifically and technologically literate.” 
Smore nonfiction articles should be playful and 
conversational, plus accurate and thought provoking. “. . . 
content can span the STEAM spectrum, from Earth 
science and astronomy to public health and technology.” 
See submission guidelines on the “About” page of the 
website. See blog posts for sample articles on topics of 
Nature, Maths, STEM Careers, and STEM Activities. 
(SmoreScience.com and ICL Newsletter 10/6/22)

YOUNG RIDER magazine targets “horse-crazy tweens and 
teens,” ages 8 to 14. Welcomes writing and photo submissions. 
Topics of interest: horse care for how-tos for kids, horsey DIY 
projects and crafts, quizzes, interactive articles, short stories, 
and profiles of kids and adults in the horse world. Likes to 
receive completed manuscripts or queries with well-outlined 
ideas before commissioning a story or article. Send story 
pitches via email to yreditor@egmediamags.com. Submission 
guidelines on Horse Illustrated website.  
(HorseIllustrated.com and ICL Newsletter 9/22/22)

ATLANTA PARENT magazine highlights important 
issues in the lives of families in general, and Atlanta 
families in particular. Currently seeks fun or quirky 
personal essays “on spec” that discuss some element or 
experience of parenting in a light way. Also seeks practical 
articles that tackle problems and offer guidance for 
realistic, positive solutions. Longer feature articles cover a 
range of issues including child care, adolescence, and 
education, and rely on quotes from interviews with experts 
and parents. This is a paying market.  
(AtlantaParent.com and ICL Newsletter 9/8/22)

KVELLER, a Jewish parenting magazine, is looking for 
content with a definite Jewish appeal that reflects the 
diverse experiences of raising Jewish kids. Other topics may 
center on adults, but any subject should still have a strong 
Jewish appeal. Read articles on the website to become 
familiar with acceptable content.  
(Kveller.com and ICL Newsletter 8/25/22)

“The beautiful part of writing is that you 
don’t have to get it right the first time. . . 
unlike, say, a brain surgeon.”

Robert Cormier (1925 – 2000) –  
Award-winning YA Author and Journalist 

cont’d on pg. 12
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BOOKMARK THIS. . . 

3 HUMOR WRITING TIPS FOR NOVELISTS
Just like Kermit the Frog knew it wasn’t easy being green, 
most writers know it isn’t easy writing funny. But 
according to author Kathy Flann, it’s not an impossible 
feat. In a piece for SFWA, Flann shares three key 
principles that will help you fine-tune your funny bone, 
naturally. Read. Reflect. Write (comedy). Repeat. Apply 
her tips to your page as you type your way to the next 
great (truly!) YA rom-com or middle grade comedy-
mystery or laugh-out-loud picture book.  
(SFWA.org and ICL Newsletter 9/1/22)

4 THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN WRITING 
ABOUT DIFFICULT SUBJECTS 
Sexual abuse. Physical abuse. Mental illness. Suicide.  
Good writing about “bad” issues like these requires more 
than courage, it requires skill and sensitivity, especially 
when the intended audience is children and teens. In 
this guest blog post, author Colleen M. Story draws on 
the lessons she learned while writing her tough issues-
themed novel, The Beached One, and shares keys for 
crafting hard subjects into good reads.  
(ICL Newsletter 8/11/22 and ElizabethSpannCraig.com)

NOVEL STRUCTURES: 1ST PERSON ISSUES
To first person, or not to first person? Writing in first person 
can be an excellent style choice for some stories, but its 
singular voice comes with plenty of limitations. Agent Scott 
Eagan of Greyhaus Literary, himself a fearless reader of tons 
of unsolicited manuscripts, reveals the challenges and pitfalls 
that he often notices on the pages of first-person stories. 
(ScottEagan.Blogspot.com and ICL Newsletter 9/22/22) 

WRITER’S DIGEST BEST GENRE/NICHE 
WEBSITES FOR 2022
Topping the children’s list: 
 •  Lee & Low Books Open Book Blog – a blog on race, 

diversity, education, and children’s books 
 •  Go Teen Writers – weekly Wednesday posts provide 

honesty, encouragement, and community to teen writers
 •  Kidlit 411 – a one stop info shop for children’s writers 

and illustrators
 •  Reading with a Chance of Tacos – celebrates authors and 

illustrators and every aspect of the creative process with 
podcasts and book reviews

 •  SCBWI – the international professional organization 
for authors and illustrators of books for children and 
young adults

Check out the complete list of best niche/genre websites, 

WORK FOR HIRE
BLACK RABBIT BOOKS is looking for freelance 
writers with a gift for storytelling and an interest in 
writing hi/lo stories for grades preK-3 and 4-6. Submit 
cover letter with areas of interest and/or expertise, resume, 
and 3 unpublished writing samples. Black Rabbit Books 
sometimes uses freelance designers to help create the 
eye-catching graphics featured in their books. Interested 
artists should submit cover letter, resume, and art samples. 
Submission guidelines and catalog on website. 
(BlackRabbitBooks.com and ICL Newsletter 8/4/22)
BLUE MOUNTAIN ARTS is seeking short 
contemporary prose or unrhymed poetry for placement in 
their greeting cards. Messages should reflect “the thoughts 
and feelings people today want to communicate to one 
another, but don’t always know how to put into words.” 
Topics include love, friendship, family, missing you, and 
other real-life subjects. Also open to holiday cards for 
Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s 
Day, and Graduation. Length can be from 50 to 300 words. 
See submission details on website. Pays $300 for exclusive 
world rights. (SPS.com and ICL Newsletter 8/11/22)
VIABELLA, a stationery and greeting card company 
based near Boston, is open to submissions of verse, art, and 
photography for greeting cards. Pays $50 to $100 per verse. 
Pays $150 – $250 per image (art or photography). Note: 
generally pays more for humorous verse or pictures. Submit 
via online form. Accepted submissions will be used for 
greeting cards and stationery only, leaving writers and 
artists free to sell the accepted submissions outside of the 
greeting card industry. Viabella was founded in 1941, and 
today over 95% of their cards are still produced in the 
USA! (Viabella.com and ICL Newsletter 8/11/22)

“Study your craft and write. Write 
everyday like your very breath depends on 
it. It is the only way to get better, but also 
it is the only way to faithfully create your 
art. Everyone has a great story in them, 
but it takes dedication, commitment and 
mettle to pour that story out onto the 
page. Don’t be scared; just write it, if for no 
one else but yourself.”

Denene Millner – NY Times Bestselling Author 
and Publisher of Denene Millner Books (Simon & Schuster) 
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which includes a wide range of blogs from poetry to 
screenwriting, freelancing to romance.  
(Writer’s Digest 7/9/22 and ICL Newsletter 10/13/22)

MONSTER LIST OF PICTURE BOOK AGENTS and 
MONSTER LIST OF PICTURE BOOK PUBLISHERS
Confused about where to begin your picture book query 
journey? Children’s book author Heather Ayris Burnell 
curates these monster lists to assist writers who are 
searching for representation and/or looking for publishers 
that accept unagented submissions. Each listing provides a 
link to the agency’s or publisher’s submission guidelines. 
Note: Listings are for reference only, so do your research 
before submitting. (FrolickingThroughCyberspace.blogspot.
com and ICL Newsletter 9/8/22)

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO QUERY LETTERS
Know who you want to query, but don’t know what to say? 
Publishing expert Jane Friedman shares some great how-to 
advice on writing query letters for novels. Crafting these letters 
can sometimes be the hardest part of the submission process, 
so accessing solid tips from a veteran publishing industry exec 
is gold. In this comprehensive post, Friedman walks you 
through the four essential parts of a query letter for a work of 
fiction. Her breakdown for figuring out your story’s hook is eye 
opening. (JaneFriedman.com and ICL Newsletter 10/20/22)

PUBLISHLAWYER.COM
Even if you are agented and you trust your rep to make 
your deals, it’s a smart move to make sure you understand 
contract language for yourself. Information on this site can 
help you begin. Since 2001, publishing attorney Daniel N. 
Steven has been dedicated to providing reliable 
information to writers and other creatives about publishing 
law, contracts, copyright, trademark, and many other 
common legal issues. On this website, he shares for free 
articles and sample forms for representation (e.g. literary 
agency agreement, magazine contributor’s agreement, trade 
publishing agreement), along with answering a fantastic 
list of FAQs relating to common contract and copyright 
issues. (PublishLawyer.com) 

“You’ll discover that the best you is the 
you that is ALL you . . . not a little you 
and a little someone else. You are 
original. And that’s a wonderful thing.”

Frank Murphy – Children’s Books Author, 
 from “A Boy Like You”  

OTHER NEWS & TRENDS

Trend Watch with Middle Grade Dealmakers 
Demand for middle grade titles remains strong, continuing 
the upward trend of the past several years. Several kidlit 
agents spoke to Publishers Weekly about the kinds of 
middle-grade projects that are currently hot sellers, and 
what publishers and kids might be looking for next. One 
agent predicts that the menu of middle grade subject 
matter will likely grow bolder and bigger now that the 
general age of female puberty has fallen from 11 to 8.  
(PW 9/9/22)

It’s Never Too Late: Seven Authors  
on Making Their YA Debuts After Age 50 
If you find yourself fretting that you’re running out of time 
to realize your publishing dreams, relax. Allow yourself to be 
buoyed by the success of a group of first-time authors who 
were all on the other side of 50 when they made their kidlit 
debut. Their commitment to persistence proves that life 
experience (i.e. age) and hindsight are definite advantages 
when it comes to crafting riveting stories for children and 
teens. “Everywhere, I found writers bemoaning the fact that 
if you don’t get a book deal by age 30, it’s all over,” said 
50+-year-old Susan Azim Boyer, the author of Jasmine 
Zumideh Needs a Win (Wednesday Books, Nov. 2022). 
Obviously that dire prediction wasn’t true for Boyer, and it 
doesn’t have to be true for you either. . . as long as you keep 
on writing and don’t give up. (PWCB 9/27/22)

Windows, Mirrors and Glasses: Grace Lin on 
Seeing the World Through Diverse Books
Grace Lin is a Newbery, Caldecott, and Geisel Honor-
winning author-illustrator of numerous books for young 
readers. She spoke at the Walter Dean Myers Awards for 
Outstanding Literature on June 23 in Washington, D.C., 
about the vital need to defend banned books. “These books, 
when read and shared, can give kids a clear, true view of 
the world all around us. . . Ignoring race does not create 
kids who don’t see color. Instead, it creates kids who don’t 
see people of color.” (PW 8/18/22)

Missouri Proposes New ‘Protection of Minors’ 
Rule for Libraries 
Librarians and freedom to read advocates in Missouri are 
outraged over a new proposed rule by Secretary of State Jay 
Ashcroft which they say will limit children’s access to 
learning. Ashcroft counters that the rule is intended to 
protect children and respect parental rights. Among its 
many changes, the rule will require an “age-appropriate 
designation” for library events and programs and mandates 
the adoption of a challenge policy in which “any person” 
can dispute the library’s age-appropriate designation on 
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any “presentation, event, material, or display.” EveryLibrary 
Executive Director John Chrastka called the proposed 
change a “First Amendment minefield.” “We need to 
reengage with the idea that when a book is relevant to an 
age group or topic, any individual parent may still feel that 
book is inappropriate for their own child, but that decision 
should not negate or eliminate access for every other 
family in the community.” (PW 10/20/22)  

“Children have always been an 
inspiration to me. They have such a 
freedom of expression. They’re the  
main reason I made my books. . .  
Remember, anyone can fly.”

Faith Ringgold – Award-winning 
Mixed-Media Artist and Author 

WRITING EVENTS & CONTESTS

WRITE A REVIEW FOR MULTICULTURAL 
CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY
Are you passionate about diverse books and eager to see 
them flourish? Sign up to be a book reviewer and join the 
celebration of Multicultural Children’s Book Day on 
Thursday, January 26, 2023. Receive a FREE diverse 
children’s book or YA book in exchange for sharing your 
honest review on your favorite social media platforms. 
MCBD is committed to helping authors and publishers 
get more diverse books into classrooms and on library 
shelves so children can see the wonder of themselves, as 
well as the wonder of others on the page. MCBD also 
offers a variety of free resources, teaching tools, booklists, 
downloads, and a year-round initiative to get multicultural 
and diverse books into the hands of young readers. 
Throughout its 10-year existence, the nonprofit has donated 
over 10,000 books to underserved kids, classrooms, and 
organizations. Registration closes December 31, 2022.  
For more information, visit the website 
(MulticulturalChildrensBookDay.com and CBI – October 2022)

BLUE MOUNTAIN ARTS POETRY CARD CONTEST 
Blue Mountain Arts creates greeting cards, calendars, 
books, and gifts to honor the special people in your life. 
For this contest, submitted poems can be rhyming or 
non-rhyming, although “we find that non-rhyming 
poetry reads better.” Organizers recommend writing 
entries based on “real emotions and feelings and that 
you have some special person or occasion in mind.” 
Poems will be critiqued on the basis of originality and 
uniqueness. This contest is free to enter and allows 
unlimited submissions. Prizes: 1st prize – $350;  
2nd prize – $200; 3rd prize – $100. Entry deadline  
is December 31st. Contest details on website:  
sps.com/contest-3 (SPS.com)

OWN VOICES, OWN STORIES AWARD 
Sponsored by the Cherry Lake Publishing Group and its 
children’s imprint, Sleeping Bear Press, this award 
recognizes and amplifies new and diverse voices from 
historically underrepresented groups. In partnership with 
the nonprofit Easterseals, the 2023 award will be open to 
new, unagented authors who identify as having a disability. 
Manuscripts that have been previously submitted to 
Sleeping Bear Press and/or the Own Voices, Own Stories 
Award will not be considered. Grand Prize winners will 
receive $2,000 plus a publishing contract with Sleeping Bear 
Press. Honor Award winners will receive $500  
as well as one consulting session with a Sleeping Bear  
Press editor. Submission window is January 1 through  
March 31, 2023. Contest details on website: 
cherrylakepublishing.com/ovos (CherryLakePublishing.com)  
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RITA D. RUSSELL
Rita D. Russell is a word lover, storyteller, 
and writer with hope and heart. She has 
tons of terrific ideas for picture books, 
screenplays, novels, and T-shirts, and she’s 
excited to share her work with the world. 
She’s always on the hunt for the best  
pecan pie recipe ever, and occasionally 

she tweets @RRussellWrites.
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