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Black Lives Matter
BY MICHELE HELSEL, KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

I do not know the pain of having
someone call the police on my
daughter—simply because of the
color of her skin—while she napped
in her dorm’s common room.
I do not know the pain of having
my son go to the store to buy a bag
of skittles only to be shot on his way
home for looking suspicious.
I do not know the pain of having
my husband suspected of a crime,
arrested (peacefully), handcuffed,
then held face down with a knee on
his neck until he gasped his last
breath.
I do not know this pain.
But I care. This should never
happen.
I cry along with you.
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I will take the time I need to try to
understand how the world came to
be like this.
I will take the time to find out what
I can do to help bring change.
I will take the time to support black
authors and illustrators.
If as an adult I struggle to understand,
I know the kids we serve need black
voices to help make sense of things.
All kids need books where they see
themselves and they see their
neighbors. Where they rejoice in the
differences but know there is more in
common.
For now, I will go online to black
owned bookstores and order books
and promote black creators.
I would like to introduce you to
SCBWI’s inaugural Chief Equity &
Inclusion Officer, April Powers! She
has over 15 years’ experience in
diversity, equity, inclusion &
belonging, training, recruiting,
community outreach and leadership.
I welcomed her and asked her a few
questions to introduce her to the
Kansas-Missouri region.
Michele: What does it mean for
SCBWI to have an Equity and
Inclusion Officer?
April: Greetings Kansas-Missouri!!
I can’t wait to meet you!

It means so many things, the first of
which is that you have one point of
contact for all questions and
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concerns related to DEIBC
(diversity, equity, inclusion,
belonging, and civility). What I
hope it means for everyone is that
for a small, but mighty nonprofit to
make this type of investment – an
entire full-time position for this
role- should speak volumes to the
fact that it’s a core value and we are
taking it very seriously. It also adds
value for our members because we
will have more bandwidth to offer
training and guidance around
inclusion issues for your creative
work. Expect to see training, diverse
speakers, and more.
Michele: If members have
questions about equity and
inclusion in their own stories/
illustrations, what resources will
SCBWI have to offer?

April: I don’t think we can ever have
enough training on this topic. Once
I have a better sense of how we can
roll out training to all of the regions,
we would like to make sure that we
offer this as a resource. If it makes
sense, we may be able to add some
resources and ideas to The Book. I
hope everyone is attending all the
Thursday workshops this summer.
Some have already been very
insightful on this topic. As I have
mentioned, I would like to
understand “Inclusion +” for your
regions. We know what inclusion
looks and feels like in the USA
generally, but there may be other
cont’d on pg. 2
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factors that impact your region- religions, nationalities,
socioeconomic, for example.

Michele: In light of the protests that have
dominated the media the last few weeks, what
are a few ways we as children’s book authors
and illustrators can honor the spirit of equity and
inclusion in our craft?
April: Start with an abundance mindset. There is plenty
of room on the shelf for all types of books and creators.
And if there isn’t, we should build a new shelf. As a
BIPOC child, I never saw myself in books. And if I saw
a part of myself, it was generally a sad story. As an
aspiring children’s book author myself, I have been
captivated by the guidance from a number of seasoned
authors and educators this week, so I will paraphrase
and explain.
Cornelius Minor – “Be radically pro-kid.” That means
all children, inclusive of who their families are.
Kwame Alexander – How are you living your life?
(Are you being inclusive of others, inviting them to your
kitchen table, being anti-racist?)
Linda Sue Park – Do your research. This could take
years. Think underrepresented, rather than diverse. Lift
up other writers (illustrators and translators).

Personally, I would ask that we create space, comfort and
understanding to bring more underrepresented talent to
our community. This is an open ongoing conversation
that I hope to have with more of you. Thank you for
being so welcoming to me. We will do great things

together.
For more ideas on how you can help support Black
Lives Matter and other anti-racist initiatives, especially
in terms of education and other areas that impact our
readers, please check out SCBWI’s resource page at
scbwi.org/black-lives-matter-resources/ .
In addition, SCBWI PA West and the University of
Pittsburgh Office of Child Development is offering a
FREE webinar entitled “The Creating Books for
Change Project Introductory Webinar” on July 29, 2020
at 12 pm CST. You can find out more and sign up here:
wpa.scbwi.org/events/creating-books-for-changeintroductory-webinar/.
And Indiana SCBWI is hosting “Diversity Day:
Writing Outside Your Lane” September 12, 2020 from
10 am to 3 pm for $55 for SCBWI members. More
information here: indiana.scbwi.org/events/diversityday-writing-outside-your-lane/.
MICHELE HELSEL, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR
Michele Helsel writes picture books and
middle grade. When she is not writing
or researching, she reads about writing,
takes courses on writing, or sneaks chocolate from the pantry while writing. Michele
enjoys sunset walks on the beach, hiking
in the mountains, and swimming in the
ocean but lives in the suburbs of Kansas
City with her husband and three kids
where she, instead, takes nightly walks in a nearby “green
space” with her two puppy dogs.

Take a Look at The Book
BY NICKI JACOBSMEYER, ASSISTANT RA

Many benefits are included with your SCBWI
membership including The Book: Essential Guide to
Publishing for Children (https://www.scbwi.org/onlineresources/the-book/). Previously, when someone
mentioned The Book, my first question was “What book?”
I didn’t realize until recently how jammed-packed this
book is with useful and applicable information. You can
download the latest version) or order a printed copy for
$6.25 plus shipping. Every year, The Book is reviewed and
updated with the latest need-to-know material.
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2020 Edition of The Book contains new and
essential articles such as:
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• Maximizing social media
• Creating book trailers

• Best practices in independent publishing, and
grassroots promotion

• Up-to-the-minute Market Survey, which includes a
comprehensive house by house listing of editors, art
directors and key personnel.
cont’d on pg. 3
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•O
 ther directories include: The International Market
Survey, The Book Reviewers Directory, The Agents
Directory, and a unique feature called Edited By, in
which editors have been personally surveyed to
provide a history of their recent acquisitions.

DIRECTORIES & RESOURCES
• Agencies

• Agents and clients
• Finding an agent and questions to ask
• Freelance Editors
• Self-Publishing costs
• Book Producers
• Book Reviewers
• Writers and Illustrators courses by state
• Resources on craft, by format, by genre, etc.
• Research
• Grants, Fellowships, Residencies, and Retreats

•K
 ey resources include: an annotated bibliography of
essential reference books for any aspiring children’s
book author or illustrator, as well as a current listing
of bloggers, reviewers, grants and awards.
The Book also covers topics such as preparing and
submitting your work, self-publishing, market surveys,
directories and resources, publicizing your published
work, school visits, legal questions, and my work. Below
are some highlights of each topic that you might
motivate you to take another look at The Book:
PREPARING & SUBMITTING YOUR WORK
• Number of manuscript pages and age groups
per format

PUBLICIZING YOUR PUBLISHED WORK
• Book Release checklist

• Social Media ideas
• Book Trailers, Publicity, Web Design, Blogging,
and Podcasts
• Marketing Plan

• Book recommendations for illustrators

•B
 log and website recommendations for authors
and illustrators

SCHOOL VISITS
• Contract examples

• Critique Group feedback suggestions

• How-To and fees

• Types of publishers
• Finding a mentor

LEGAL QUESTIONS
• Copyrights

• Directions in non-fiction

• Book contracts

SELF-PUBLISHING
• Things to know before you self-publish

MY WORK
• My Projects template
• Submission Record template

• How to find an illustrator for your book
• Scams

MARKET SURVEYS
•L
 ist of publishers (small and large) including
submission details *always check-out the
publisher’s website for the latest submission details

•P
 ublisher imprints

• I nternational Market Surveys
•E
 ditorial credits

•M
 agazine Market Guide
•M
 arket glossary

•M
 arket Surveys for religious press,
educational press
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Jammed-packed, right?! Go on, take a new look at The
Book.
NICKI JACOBSMEYER, ASSISTANT RA
Nicki Jacobsmeyer writes fiction and nonfiction for children and adults. She has a
middle grade book, Surviving the Iditarod,
You Choose: Surviving Extreme Sports
(Capstone Press, 2017) and a historical
non-fiction book, Images Of America,
Chesterfield (Arcadia Publishing, 2016).
Her short stories and poetry are published
in several anthologies. Besides reading and writing she loves to
travel, knit, sunsets, family barbeques and watching a storm come
in from her front porch. Visit her at nickijacobsmeyer.com.
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PAL Column: A Fond Farewell
BY PEGGY ARCHER, KS/MO PAL COORDINATOR

Nine years ago my husband and I moved to O’Fallon,
Missouri from northwest Indiana. 2011 was a good year
to retire. We had a new grandbaby on the way, as well as
four other young grandchildren here in the St. Louis
area. No better place for us to be! We found a house that
we loved, just five minutes from the library, and a church
that sealed the deal.
I quickly discovered the cozy and friendly independent
bookstore, Main Street Books, and owner, Vicki
Erwin—my first connection with children’s books and
SCBWI here in Missouri! And the first of many
wonderful children’s writers and friends here in my new
‘home state.’
I never really worried about finding other children’s
authors to connect with. I knew that all I had to do was
join the local Missouri SCBWI chapter. It didn’t take
long before I found a children’s writers’ group nearby.
Stephanie Bearce was our fearless leader, and she soon
became another close friend in my network of writers.
Later I decided to check out the SCBWI group in
Chesterfield, as well, since at the time they were mainly
a group of picture books writers and illustrators. And I
made more lasting friendships with writers like Cindy
Reeg and Katie Gast.
In the meantime, I introduced myself to the children’s
librarians at the nearby MK library. That fall I was a part
of their Local Authors Night where I met Nancy
Polette, a wonderful Missouri children’s author and
instructor of writing for children. I was a guest speaker
at her class and met more children’s authors and aspiring
authors.
I attended local chapter conferences and events and, you
guessed it, connected even more. Under Joyce Ragland,
RA at the time, I became PAL Coordinator for
Missouri SCBWI (later KS/MO SCBWI). I enjoy
learning even more about our PAL authors through the
monthly interviews that I do for our website. I’ve found
that being involved as a volunteer is a great way to meet
children’s authors and illustrators, editors and agents,
and get to know our chapter’s leaders including Kim
Piddington, RA, Erin Mos, RA, Jess Townes and
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Michele Helsel, Co-RAs, and other team members.
A lot of things have happened in the past nine years.
Emily Hall Schroen is now the owner of Main Street
Books, and a great supporter of local authors. I’ve visited
all of the local independent bookstores and met the
owners there. Indie bookstores are the best! Their owners
and staff are very dedicated to children’s books and local
authors. I visited many of the local libraries, some of the
local schools, and even connected with the St. Charles
parks department and storybook walk. I’m convinced
that children’s authors and illustrators and anyone
connected to children’s books are the best people ever.
Many thanks to all of you!
At the end of July I will be passing on the position of
PAL Coordinator to someone new. My husband and I
will be moving back to northwest Indiana where we will
have a new granddaughter later this year! We’ll also be
able to spend more time with our family and our
grandson and great grandsons there. We plan to be back
in Missouri to visit kids and grandkids often. And hope
to see some of you then. Or perhaps at another KS/MO
chapter conference.
I will miss you all. But I will see you online! And will
keep you all in my heart. Thank you, Kansas/Missouri
SCBWI, for your friendship, support and
encouragement! I will forever be a Missouri (as well as
an Indiana) children’s author.

Check out our latest PAL
Author of the Month at
ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author
PEGGY ARCHER, PAL COORDINATOR
Peggy Archer’s newest picture book, A
Hippy-Hoppy Toad (Schwartz & Wade/
Random House 2018), just won the
SCBWI Mid South Division Crystal Kite
Award, and is a Junior Library Guild
Selection. Her other recent picture
books include Name That Dog! (Dial)
and From Dawn to Dreams (Candlewick Press). Originally from northwest Indiana, Peggy and her
husband now live in O’Fallon, MO. peggyarcher.com
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ILLUSTRATOR’S CORNER

Illustrating Characters
BY ROBIN SCHUBERTH, KS/MO ILLUSTRATOR COORDINATOR

During these past four months with our ever-present
companion “Rona,” I personally have enjoyed being
home for work. All those chores I have been “avoiding
like the plague” are getting slowly done, like organizing
multiple closets, sorting all my grandparents’ photos, and
taking the time to draw every day. I have been happy
and true to my introverted nature, expanding my skill
level on drawing just characters. Through this daily
exercise, my comfort level with facial expressions and
figures has increased. So today, I thought it would be
good to share a list of things below to consider when
creating and visualizing your own characters.
Who is this character and what do they represent?
1. Human, animal, or object
2. Age
3. Size, massing, and form
4. Hair color, texture, style
5. Personality type, like shyness
6. Clothing type and fit
7. Facial expressions, from every emotion and angle
8. Body movement and gestures
9. Personal items, like glasses or a toy
10. What do they like to do, draw, or read?

11. Who is their sidekick?

…and do not forget to research children’s books, real life
drawing, and “how to” books! Some experts also say to
use a person you know or admire to make the character
come alive, even sometimes a celebrity.
I hope this list helps you bring your characters to life
and I will end here with a silly joke:
Why is that cow not wearing a mask? She has herd
immunity. Good luck drawing and stay safe!

Check out our featured
illustrator of the month at
ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-illustrator
ROBIN SCHUBERTH, ILLUSTRATOR COORDINATOR
Robin Schuberth lives in a treehouse
home on stilts in the Kansas City area.
Her illustrations are inspired by objects,
architecture, and landscapes. Her
favorite medium is watercolors, but she
is comfortable in all areas of illustration,
having taught visual arts and design at
the secondary level for thirteen years.
Please feel free to contact her by email
at robinschuberth@gmail.com.

You Wake Up When ?! How I Have a Full-Time
Job and Work on My Own Illustrative Work
BY BILLY PHILLIPS

I’m in bed feeling cozy and warm. A small chime starts to
play gently and lull me out of my sleep. I reach over and
grab my phone to see what time it is, even though the
sound playing tells me it’s five o’clock in the morning. I
want to turn it off, roll over and get another hour. I could
still get up at six, but then I think of my dream to be an
illustrator and push the covers off. I tell myself, and truly
believe, this will be worth it. When you have a full-time
job every little moment you have is precious.

At the moment I’m writing from my studio during the
“Stay at Home” order issued by the city of St. Louis in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak. By the time you read
this, all may be back to normal, or you may still be at home
5

waiting to go back to work...or a restaurant…or a movie….
or meet a friend to hangout. If you’re like me, you are using
this time to get caught up on projects you’ve had in the
works or that you’ve always wanted to start.

I have a full-time job teaching art at an elementary school.
It takes a lot of time to prepare lessons, make examples, go
to class, teach, manage the classroom, and grade projects.
There is not a lot of time during the day to focus on my
personal goal of being an illustrator. To do any illustrative
work then, I have to collect as much time as possible from
other parts of my day and week. I need to hoard time to
get work done.
cont’d on pg. 6
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Getting up early is a
big part of
accomplishing my
goals. I get up and
work a little, over an
hour a day, in the
morning. Making it a
habit has helped get
me in the mindset
every day to do
something that
pushes me in the
direction I want to go. Even on weekends, I still get up
early. Well, I gift myself a little sleeping in on Sunday, but
then I’m right back to getting myself up early on Monday.
Evenings are tough. I get home pretty tired and often
make dinner once I
get back. Any evening
I can put in some
time to sketching,
working on a given
project, or researching
I take advantage of it.

Schedule time in your
calendar and, if you
need to, set a
reminder. This will be
important for time
off. Weekends can
easily fill up with stuff to do. It’s usually the best time to
see friends or be with family. Any sliver of time to draw
and plan has been vital to me. That’s part of why drawing
appeals to me. Cheap, accessible, limited materials and easy
clean up, mean it’s easy to pull out my sketchbook and
pencil and sketch for a little bit. If you have access to a
tablet for digital art, that’s a plus too. Those are even more
compact, sometimes, than a sketchbook and a pencil case.
Even with that I’ve found it helpful to go into my
iCalendar and block out that time. Make it clear to your
family and friends that this is important time.

Between work and family or personal obligations, it’s
difficult to find time to make and maintain friends and also
be an artist. Drawing groups and art groups are a good way
to solve that problem. I’ve worked at cultivating friendships
with other artists. Engaging in a community of likeminded individuals allows you to get out and be social with
people who can support you in your goals and you with
theirs. In St. Louis, I meet with one group weekly and
another group monthly. What’s great about the monthly
group meeting is that they put out a publication twice a
year that is free to contribute to and I retain all the rights
to the work I create. I don’t make any money off of it, but
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it’s pushed me to
create new art and
write stories I didn’t
think I was capable of
doing before.

Working a full-time
job is difficult. It’s
taken me a while to
figure out how to
carve out time and, to
be honest, I’m still
figuring it out. While
one day I’d love to
draw and write all the time, the reality is that I’ll still need
to be working a full-time job for the foreseeable future.

Everybody’s situation is different. I don’t have kids that are
in need of my attention. If that ever happens, I’ll have to
reassess my approach to time management; I’ve seen plenty
of artists and their families work that out. I have witnessed
friends and families negotiate how to make their varied
interests, hobbies, and dreams a reality. It’s these dynamics
that have given me inspiration to make it happen for
myself. If people I know, who have full-time jobs and kids
are able to make their dreams happen, then I can too. That
means, I have to use any time I have toward that goal.

One last note though, make sure sleep is part of your plan.
Get up early, but make sure you go to bed at a decent time.
No one’s turning any dream into a reality by either sleeping
in, or not getting enough sleep. Looks like I’ll keep
resisting the urge to hit the snooze button and getting to
work for many more days to come.
Good luck out there!
BILLY PHILLIPS
Billy Phillips is an artist, illustrator, and
art teacher who lives in St. Louis. He’s
been making pictures his whole life and
sharing the joy he gets from creating
through teaching with kids for the past
several years. Billy Phillips earned his
Bachelor in Fine Arts from Illinois State
University in 2001 and his Masters in Art
Education from the University of Illinois
in 2006. He has had personal art shows,
had his work selected to be part of the National Arts Education
Association Art Show in 2019, contributed illustrations for the
Jeff Havens Company, and has written and drawn short comic
stories that were published in two anthologies by the St. Louis
based Ink and Drink label. Before moving to St. Louis, he taught
elementary art in Indianapolis, IN. Since 2018 he has been
teaching in the Hazelwood District, in St. Louis.
Facebook.com/billyphillipsart/
Instagram.com/billyphillipsart/
Twitter.com/BillyPhillipsA1
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10 Things to Include on Your Pitch Sheet
BY SUE BRADFORD EDWARDS

In June, I took part in a Zoom talk on “Building
Relationships with Booksellers” with Emily Hall
Schroen of Main Street Books in St. Charles. Emily
told everyone that when they approach her, or any other
indie bookseller, they should first send a pitch sheet for
their book. Pitch sheet? What’s a pitch sheet?

I Googled this term. Sometimes called a sales sheet, this
is the single page sheet that tells the book buyer all they
need to know about your book. I’ve seen them, but
simply thought of them as book fliers.
As so often happens when you Google something, I
found that the various sources contradicted each other.
One source even recommended hiring a graphic
designer. That seemed like overkill, but I wasn’t sure.
Fortunately Emily was glad to give us a detailed
overview of what we should include in our pitch sheets.
Here are the ten things Emily reminded us to include:
1. Title
Include both your book’s title and subtitle just to make
sure Emily and other book sellers buy your book and not
a different book with the same title.
2. Publisher and Date
Who published your book and when? Emily doesn’t
host events only for brand new books but if your book is
a bit older, you’ll have to come up with a hook for your
event. Think book anniversary, current events, or
holidays.
3. ISBN
Again, let’s make sure it is your book that people find.
4. Cover
A good looking cover really does help with sales so let’s
hope that the publisher did a great job. Include your
cover image.

5. Summary/Cover copy
This isn’t the place for the synopsis you used to entice a
publisher or agent. Instead think of the catalogue or
cover copy used to hook potential buyers.
6. Genre
You want to tell the book seller where your book will be
shelved. Is it a picture book, a middle grade title, or
nonfiction? Mystery, romance or adventure?
7. Age Range
And who is it for?
8. Price
How much will it cost?
9. Author photo
If you’ve got it, include it. Emily wants to know who
she’s talking to, but if you don’t have a professional
portrait don’t worry about it.
10. Bio
This isn’t a birth to present biography. Tell a bit about
yourself as the writer of this particular book.
I did ask Emily about whether or not you need to hire a
graphic designer. Her advice? “Keep it neat. Create a Word
doc.” Getting the information together in one place will
make your book that much more enticing to book sellers
who are working to find new ways to market books during
social distancing and beyond.
SUE BRADFORD EDWARDS
Sue Bradford Edwards is the author of
over 25 books for young readers. To
find out more about her writing, visit
her blog, One Writer’s Journey which
is where this article first appeared. Sue is
also the instructor for Research: Prepping
to Write Nonfiction for Children and
Young Adults and Writing Nonfiction for
Children and Young Adults which are
both offered monthly through WOW! Women on Writing.

Follow SCBWI KS/MO
facebook.com/ksmoscbwi
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@scbwi_ksmo
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The Market Place
COMPILED BY RITA RUSSELL

““Your intuition is your higher power talking
to you – listen to it. . . There’s so much advice,
so many blogs, and influencers and blah blah
blah out there telling you how to do a thing. . .
But at the end of the day, only you know what
will work for your life. You are the CEO of
your enterprise, and your life and your work
belong to you first. When you trust yourself,
you can be proud of whatever happens,
because you know the guidance came from a
fantastic, reliable source.”

Joshunda Sanders – Author, Journalist, Educator

BOOK MARKETS
ALBERT WHITMAN & COMPANY invites
submissions for unagented manuscripts and proposals for
fiction and nonfiction picture books, and middle grade and
young adult fiction. For guidelines and a list of titles, visit
the website. (Children’s Book Insider (CBI) – April 2020
and AlbertWhitman.com)
BLUE BRONCO BOOKS, the middle grade imprint of
the independent publisher The Little Press, is considering
fiction for ages 10-13 (30,000 to 55,000 words) and early
middle grade for ages 9-12 (16,000 to 30,000 words). Also
seeking submissions from illustrators, on a work-for-hire
basis. Particularly interested in writers and illustrators who
are members of SCBWI. Submissions details on website.
(Institute of Children’s Literature (ICL) eNews 5/21/20
and LittlePressPublishing.com)
Michigan-based EERDMANS BOOKS FOR YOUNG
READERS produces picture books, middle grade and
young adult fiction and nonfiction. “Stories that celebrate
diversity, stories of historical significance, and stories that
relate to contemporary social issues are of special interest
to us at this time.” Submit via postal mail.
(ICL eNews 6/25/20 and Eerdmans.com)
ENTANGLED TEEN CRAVE, an imprint of
Entangled Publishing, publishes engaging first-love
stories that also have a Twilight-like paranormal element.
Looking for sci-fi, paranormal, fantasy, dystopian,
8

steampunk, biopunk, and cyberpunk romances featuring
characters that are 16-18 years old. Must feature dual
points of view and employ at least two tropes, e.g. ugly
duckling, opposites attract, enemies to lovers, etc.
Romance, high conflict, and high tension are musts! The
tone can range from light and funny to heavy and dark,
and the story should resonate with fans of pop culture teen
romances on shows such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer, The
Vampire Diaries, Teen Wolf, Smallville, Roswell. Additional
story requirements are listed on the Teen Crave website.
Entangled Publisher and Editor Liz Pelleiter is also eager
to collaborate with #ownvoices authors of color writing
young adult, new adult or adult romance or mainstream
thrillers that would fit into any one of Entangled’s twelve
imprints. Click the #ownvoices link for special submission
details. (CBI – May 2020 and EntangledPublishing.com)
HOLIDAY HOUSE BOOKS FOR YOUNG
READERS publishes a range of fiction and nonfiction
books for children, from picture books to young adult
novels. Does not publish any novelty formats (pop-ups,
coloring books, sticker books, activity books, etc.). Visit
website for past and current 2020 catalogs. Accepts
submissions of full manuscripts via postal mail or email.
(ICL eNews 5/7/20 and HolidayHouse.com)
JUST US BOOKS is a premier independent publisher
that celebrates Black culture, history, and experiences for
the enrichment of children of all ages and ethnicities.
Publishes board books, picture books, chapter books,
middle reader books, poetry, biographies, and young adult
fiction. Additionally, the Marimba Books imprint
publishes multicultural children’s books that reflect the
diversity of America. Presently accepting queries for
picture books, chapter books (ages 7-9), and middle reader
(ages 9-12) titles. Excited to find compelling, high-interest
plot lines, interesting characters, and cultural authenticity.
Query with a synopsis plus 3-5 pages from the manuscript,
submitted by email or postal mail.
(ICL eNews 6/11/20 and JustUsBooks.com)
LANTANA PUBLISHING is currently seeking short
picture book texts for 2 to 4-year-olds (no more than 500
words, and often a lot shorter), early reader series fiction
for 5 to 8-year-olds, and middle grade fiction for 9 to
12-year-olds. Nonfiction submissions are also welcome.
Particularly interested in themes of diversity and inclusion,
social equality, and environmental sustainability.
cont’d on pg. 9
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The Market Place cont’d from pg. 8
(ICL eNews 4/9/20 and LantanaPublishing.com)
MOVE BOOKS, helmed by editor and educator Eileen
Robinson, is dedicated to publishing novels that will fuel
boys’ love for adventure, fantasy, mystery, and humor, and
that will entice them to become lifelong readers. Move
publishes six to eight titles annually, with the majority of
acquisitions being series. According to Robinson, that’s “a
great way to get readers invested, especially middle graders.
Once they are hooked, they tend to own it; they feel like it
was made for them and they look forward to each
installment.” Currently seeking middle-grade (for ages
8-12) stories with boy protagonists and, when included,
strong secondary female characters. Characters should be
well developed and have a clear emotional arc. Word count:
minimum 35,000 words. Submit first 25 pages of
completed manuscript electronically via website.
(ICL eNews 6/18/20 and Move-Books.com and
Publishers Weekly 6/8/20)
Canadian publisher RED DEER PRESS is looking for
“quality writing for children across ages, from picture
books to young adult fiction and nonfiction.” Submissions
by email or postal mail. Guidelines on website.
(ICL eNews 6/11/20 and RedDeerPress.com)
TILBURY HOUSE primarily publishes nonfiction
picture books (500 to 800 words) with excellent back
matter and an accompanying teacher guide (neither count
in the word count limits). Welcomes books that explore
cultural diversity and nature and the environment, as well
as books about history, biography, and science and
engineering. “Our primary emphasis is on nonfiction
picture books that appeal to children ages 2 to 12 and their
parents. We want these books to offer solid learning
content for the education market and strong popular
appeal for the national and international bookstore trade. . .
We rarely publish fables, fantasies, picture books with
talking animals, or other fictions.” Also seeking nonfiction
chapter books, graphic nonfiction for early readers,
and nonfiction for young adults. Manuscripts submissions
via postal mail or the website.
(ICL eNews 6/18/20 and TilburyHouse.com)
Buffalo, NY-based boutique publisher VINAL
PUBLISHING is currently open to submissions of
picture books, middle grade, and young adult fiction. For
books over 40 pages, send synopsis and three-page sample.
For books under 40 pages, send complete manuscript.
Submissions accepted via postal mail only.
(ICL eNews 5/28/20 and VinalPublishing.com)
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“To create more diverse lists, publishers with
overwhelmingly white teams need to see and
understand this, first and foremost: sometimes,
books just weren’t written for them. If a story
isn’t relatable to their own life, it doesn’t mean
the book isn’t good. It means that they and the
writer view the world through different lenses.
To publish more diverse lists across the board,
including science fiction and fantasy,
publishers need to hire diverse editors who
might relate to and connect with more diverse
stories, so that they can help to put those
much-needed books into the world.”
Kacen Callender – Award-winning
Children’s Books Author & Editor

PUBLISHING PERSONNEL NEWS
Hannah Allaman has joined DELACORTE PRESS as
Associate Editor, coming from Disney-Hyperion where
she was assistant editor.
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Job Moves 5/5/20)
Aubrey Poole has joined subscription box service
LITERATI as Acquisitions Editor and Curator for
children’s books ages 0-12. Poole was a former editor at the
Jimmy Patterson imprint at Little, Brown.
(Publishers Lunch 6/24/20)
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf 5/14/20)
• Roaring Brook – Mekisha Telfer has been promoted
to Senior Associate Editor, from associate editor, and
Luisa Beguiristain has been promoted to Assistant
Editor, from editorial assistant.
• FSG – Melissa Warten has been promoted to
Associate Editor, and Elizabeth Lee has been
promoted to Assistant Editor.
• First Second – Robyn Chapman has been promoted
to Editor, from senior associate editor.
(PWCB 5/12/20)
• Odd Dot – Justin Krasner has been promoted to
Senior Editor, from editor.
• Henry Holt BFYR – Rachel Murray has been
promoted to Associate Editor, from assistant editor.
cont’d on pg. 10
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Ashley Hearn joined PEACHTREE PUBLISHING as
Acquisitions Editor for young adult fiction, effective June
22. Most recently, Hearn held the same post at Page Street
Publishing. Catherine S. Frank has joined Peachtree as
Editor at Large, with a focus on middle grade and YA
fiction and nonfiction. Most recently she was an editorial
consultant, and before that was executive editor at
Viking Children’s Books. (PWCB 6/16/20 and 5/5/20)
Maria Correa has joined the RANDOM HOUSE
CHILDREN’S BOOKS classic brand team as Associate
Editor; she was previously junior editor at Little Tiger
Group. (PWC Job Moves 4/7/20)
Celia Lee has rejoined the SCHOLASTIC trade division
as Senior Editor, Cartwheel and Orchard, segueing from
the Scholastic Book Clubs where she was editorial
manager for the We Need Diverse Books partnership.
(PWCB 6/4/20)
At SOHO TEEN, Alexa Wejko has been promoted to
Editor, in addition to her role as publicist. She was
previously an editor at Glasstown Entertainment.
(PWCB 5/14/20)

“If people didn’t take the risk to write for the
first time or write NEW stories and query
those stories or pitch them to editors at
conferences or do contests, then we would only
have OLD books. Be the one to dare to dream.
Be the NEW. Dreams sometimes come true.”

Ali Herring – Asst. Agent at Spencerhill Associates

AGENT NEWS
ANDREA BROWN LITERARY AGENCY has
welcomed Saritza Hernández as an Agent and Jemiscoe
Chambers-Black as an Associate Agent. Both are actively
building their client lists, having exited the Corvisiero
Literary Agency. Hernández is passionate about amplifying
queer and BIPOC voices, particularly in romance and
young adult fiction and nonfiction. She also reps writers
and illustrators for graphic novels and middle grade fiction
and nonfiction. Chambers-Black is focusing on works from
middle grade, YA, and adult authors. In addition to the
publishing world, she has applied her creativity to the film
and television industry, working for over a decade as an
Assistant Director. She has also been a freelance editor,
writing tutor, and contributor to the online literary
magazine The Assignment.
(Publishers Lunch 6/26/20 and AndreaBrownLit.com)
10

Chad W. Beckerman has joined the CAT AGENCY
as an Agent, representing illustrators and authorillustrators. He was previously creative director at
Abrams Books for Young Readers.
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf 6/2/20)
Tricia Lawrence has been promoted to Senior Agent at
ERIN MURPHY LITERARY AGENCY, from agent.
“Tricia represents picture books/chapter books that look at
the world in a unique and unusual way, with characters that
are alive both on and off the page, and middle grade and
young adult fiction and nonfiction that offers strong world
building, wounded narrators, and stories that grab a reader
and won’t let go.” (Publishers Weekly Children’s Job Moves
5/5/20 and EMLiterary.com)
Kate McKean, Vice President at HOWARD
MORHAIM LITERARY is open to queries for middle
grade and young adult projects in the areas of horror,
romance, LGBTQ issues, contemporary fiction, sports,
magical realism, fantasy, and science fiction. She also
welcomes picture books of all kinds, especially
non-fiction picture books, and graphic novels and
memoirs for adults and children.
(SCBWI’s Blueboard 4/29/20 and MorhaimLiterary.com)
Pam Gruber, formerly editorial director at Rebel Girls, has
joined the IRENE GOODMAN LITERARY
AGENCY as Agent. Gruber is seeking adult, young adult,
and middle grade fiction with literary voices and
commercial hooks. “She is particularly interested in layered
fantasy, speculative fiction, fantastical realism, rom-coms,
and coming-of-age stories with a twist.” Also delighted by
middle grade and YA graphic novels, as well as select
narrative non-fiction on lesser-known subjects.” (Publishers
Weekly 5/15/20 and IreneGoodman.com)
Agent Kelly Van Sant has resigned from RED SOFA
LITERARY, in opposition to a tweet by agency owner
Dawn Frederick regarding the recent civil unrest in
Minneapolis-St. Paul. Van Sant, who specializes in
middle grade and YA literature, is currently closed to
queries until she lands at a new agency.
(PW 5/31/20 and PenandParsley.com)
Elizabeth Bennett has been promoted to Senior Agent at
TRANSATLANTIC AGENCY. She is open to
submissions for middle grade and YA fiction and graphic
novels at all age levels. “I’m particularly looking for a great
YA rom com. I tend to be partial to books with humor;
books that approach contemporary issues in a fresh, new
way; books that are inspired by pop-culture and current
trends. Picture books from author/illustrators only.”
(PL 6/26/20 and TransatlanticAgency.com)
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CONTESTS

“Learn the rules like a pro, so you can break
them like an artist.”

Pablo Picasso – Spanish Artist and Designer

WRITING RESOURCES
ACCELERATED READER BOOKFINDER This free
tool is priceless for writers seeking word counts, page
counts, and publisher details for over 170,000 published
titles. Search database by author, topic, or title to find the
reading level (using ATOS), interest level, and related
topics/subtopics of a particular book. (Institute of Children’s
Literature eNews 6/25/20 and ARBookfind.com)

The Association of Jewish Libraries is accepting
submissions for the annual Sydney Taylor Manuscript
Award, given for the best fiction manuscript appropriate
for readers ages 8-13, written by an unpublished author of
fiction for young readers. The book must be a work of
fiction that reveals positive aspects of Jewish life. It should
hold universal appeal for both Jewish and non-Jewish
readers. Short stories are not accepted. Grand Prize:
$1,000! Deadline: October 6, 2020
(Children’s Book Insider – April 2020 and JewishLibraries.org).
RITA D. RUSSELL
Rita D. Russell is a word lover, storyteller, and
writer with hope and heart. She has tons of
terrific ideas for picture books, screenplays,
novels, and T-shirts, and she’s excited to share
her work with the world. She’s always on the
hunt for the best pecan pie recipe ever, and
occasionally she tweets @RRussellWrites.

PLOT PRIMER Good ideas are often easy to come by,
but good plotting often presents a tougher challenge,
requiring attention to craft as well as creativity. Greyhaus
Literary agent Scott Eagan offers some guideposts to
help you think through your story’s plot points.
The short blog post is definitely worth reading!
(ICL eNews 6/11/20 and ScottEagan.Blogspot.com)
WORLD BUILDING is essential in any story, even if
that world seems ordinary or mundane. World building has
less to do with your story’s environment and more to do
with the characters you put in it. So how do you build a
great story world? Author and teacher Gabriela Pereira
offers tips and exercises for making your story come alive
by exploring the five layers of world building: 1) the Main
Character; 2) the Supporting Cast; 3) the Surroundings; 4)
the Society and Culture; 5) the Setting or Landscape.
(ICL eNews 5/14/20 and WriterMag.com 3/5/19)

“Star in your own life. Treat yourself now as
the success you dream of becoming. Don’t
wait for permission or good reviews.”
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Lauren Graham – Actor, Writer, and Producer
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