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My existential crisis struck in 2008. 
My youngest started kindergarten 
and I decided I needed to either go 
back to work or find a new profession. 
An occupational therapist by training, 
I figured I would start searching for 
positions, but my husband 
encouraged me to try something 
different. 
He envisioned me becoming a wildly 
successful entrepreneur so he could 
retire early. Briefly, I attended my 
local community college to pursue 
web design, but then a teacher wrote 
on the top of one paper, “You’re a 
really good writer” and voila! I had 
my answer. I would get rich by 
writing New York Times bestsellers.
I spent the next two years reading 
about how to write and penning my 
masterpiece. My mother kept 

Benefits of a Critique Group
BY MICHELE HELSEL, KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

cont’d on pg. 2

suggesting that I join a critique group, 
but I knew better. I had to finish 
writing my book before I sought 
others’ opinions. 
I can’t remember how I found my first 
critique group. I probably googled it, 
found a local writer’s group searching 
for members, and contacted them. 
This first group was made up of five 
talented people—all adult fiction 
writers—and me, the sole kidlit 
author. 
Two more years passed. I went 
through the shredder as they helped 
me refine my novel. It was at that 
point when one of my critique 
partners told me about SCBWI. I had 
no idea there was a group that 
focused on children’s literature. 
I had just missed the fall regional 
conference but joined SCBWI and 
attended a day long intensive on 
world building. I left totally psyched 
and ready to up my game. In the 
“Acknowledgments” of the instructor’s 
award-winning novel, she thanked 
her critique group. Excited, I googled 
them and emailed, asking if I could 
join. Fortunately, they had an 
opening, and I began attending 
weekly sessions.
Long story short, I continue to attend 
this group, but at times, I’ve branched 
out for one reason or another, to get 
others’ opinions as well. New eyes. A 
fresh look at the arc of my story from 
other perspectives. Picture book 
critique groups. One formed after 
taking an online course. Another as 
an offshoot from Critique Across 

Kansas and Missouri. Critique 
partners have come and gone. Others 
remain constant. 
In this time of Covid, my weekly 
critique group has moved online. We 
now Zoom each week, using our same 
format of catching up on one 
another’s news, then reading 
manuscripts, and giving feedback. I’m 
amazed how smoothly it has gone. 
An added benefit is that some who 
were previously unable to attend, now 
find that the commute is much more 
manageable. Since Zoom and other 
online platforms are now a normal 
part of everyday life, I hope that 
SCBWI critique groups may form or 
expand to include creators from every 
corner of our two states to bring the 
entire region closer.
As for what my critique groups have 
done for me, in addition to receiving 
actual feedback on each manuscript, 
I’ve also developed voices in my head 
that talk to me as I write. “Cut the 
stage direction,” says one. Another 
admonishes me about my lack of 
commas. Some praise internal rhyme. 
Others remind me to narrate my 
world through the senses of the main 
character. Have I really spent the time 
on my climax for the reader to feel 
the payoff they require to love the 
story? Good stories circle back 
around to echo the beginning. 
For me, what I’ve gained most from 
my critique groups is people who 
understand me. Know what it is like 
to try to put thoughts into words or 
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illustrations. Support. Love. People to walk next to on my 
journey. 
After the ten years I’ve invested in this career path, my 
husband has resigned himself to the fact that he will not be 
able to retire early. Money signs have disappeared from his 
eyes. And though I have no bestseller with my name on it, 
I feel blessed to share my life with these wonderful people 
who have given their time, knowledge, and friendship to 
me.  
I’m sure most of you have had the same experience. If not, 
check out ksmo.scbwi.org/critiques for local meet-ups or 
SCBWI’s “Find/Join Critique Groups” Discussion Board 
scbwi.org/boards/index.php?board=127.0.  
Good luck and happy writing/illustrating!

To Read More about Critiquing:
The Book: scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book
• Starting a Critique Group p. 37
• The Give & Take of Critique p. 39

MICHELE HELSEL, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR
Michele Helsel writes picture books and 
middle grade. When she is not writing 
or researching, she reads about writing, 
takes courses on writing, or sneaks choco-
late from the pantry while writing. Michele 
enjoys sunset walks on the beach, hiking 
in the mountains, and swimming in the 
ocean but lives in the suburbs of Kansas 
City with her husband and three kids 

where she, instead, takes nightly walks in a nearby “green 
space” with her two puppy dogs.

If you recently joined our chapter of SCBWI, welcome! It’s 
been exciting to see the number of people take the first 
step to pursuing a career in children’s writing and 
illustration this year. Even in the midst of a pandemic, our 
membership has grown, and that fills me with hope about 
the stories you are all creating for children. In fact, one of 
the last in-person SCBWI events I attended this year was 
our annual Newbie Shoptalk, which I’m in the process of 
recording and modifying for year-round availability, and I 
thought I’d cover some of the highlights here for the many 
new members who have joined our ranks. 
Once you’ve signed up for your membership, I’d encourage 
you to request a copy of “The Book: Essential Guide to 
Publishing for Children”. This book is updated annually to 
reflect the most recent information in the children’s 
publishing industry, including where to submit work, 
preparing work for submission, how to publicize your 
books, and more. You can order your copy here.
Next, I’d encourage you to find and become involved with 
a local critique group or a critique partner. This is an 
invaluable step in readying your work for submission. 
Critique groups can help you learn the ropes of formatting 
work for submission, identifying your format and genre, 
and polishing your work so you put your best foot forward. 
You can find a list of our current critique groups here, as 
well as a form to fill out if there isn’t one that works for 
you: ksmo.scbwi.org/ksmo-critique-groups
Take advantage of the many course offerings in our region 
and regions around the globe. Ranging from free Shoptalks 

to webinars to full-weekend conferences, there is sure to be 
something that meets your current needs. Here is a list of 
virtual events happening in many SCBWI regions: ksmo.
scbwi.org/virtual-offerings-dont-miss-out and here is a 
link to the current webinar series offered free to all 
members: scbwi.org/digital-workshops-3-0
Read, read, read! I cannot underestimate the importance of 
reading recently published children’s books in the format 
you are creating. If you are a picture book writer, set a goal 
of reading 100 picture books published in the last five 
years. If you are a middle grade of young adult novelist, 
perhaps choose a more modest number, but read widely in 
your genre. Reading recently-published books is one of the 
easiest ways to get a feel for the current market and to 
know where on the shelf your work falls. Plus, if you have a 
library card, it’s a free crash-course in kidlit! 
If you have any questions about our region, or SCBWI in 
general, don’t hesitate to reach out! We can be found at 
ksmo@scbwi.org and are here to help you!
Happy creating!

Are You New Here? 
A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP
BY JESS TOWNES, KS/MO CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR

JESS TOWNES, CO-REGIONAL ADVISOR
Jess Townes currently serves as regional 
co-advisor for the Kansas-Missouri 
SCBWI. She is a children’s writer and a 
regular contributor at All the Wonders. 
She lives in Wentzville, Missouri with her 
ukulele-strumming husband, two insa-
tiably curious boys, a shoe-stealing dog, 
and two cats. jesstownes.com.

Benefits of a Critique Group ... cont’d from pg. 1

https://ksmo.scbwi.org/critiques/
https://www.scbwi.org/boards/index.php?board=127.0
https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
https://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/ksmo-critique-groups/
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/virtual-offerings-dont-miss-out/
https://ksmo.scbwi.org/virtual-offerings-dont-miss-out/
https://www.scbwi.org/digital-workshops-3-0/
mailto:ksmo%40scbwi.org?subject=
http://www.jesstownes.com
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Member and active volunteer for SCBWI since 2015. 
Agented by Clelia Gore of Martin Literary Management. 
Debut picture book author of Soaring in Style: How Amelia 
Earhart became a Fashion Icon (to be released by Capstone). 
Cherished friend and critique partner for PBJ (aka. Picture 
Book Junkies). Died of breast cancer on October 13, 2020.

Words in tribute by writer friends  
and fellow PBJers:
Teresa Mitchum: I knew Jennifer from SCBWI and 
church. Because of her abiding faith, she had an awe and 
wonder for the world and the people in it—and wanted her 
writing and relationships to be full of beauty, truth, a sense 
of adventure and discovery, and yes, fun. In her short life, she 
succeeded, and I’m so grateful for the time we had together.
Jody Jensen Shaffer: Jennifer loved taking fast, long 
walks. She loved open windows and fresh air. She loved 
books and writing and finding the right words. She was 
funny and smart and kind. I am so glad I met her, thanks 
to KSMO SCBWI, and shared a small part of life with 
her. I will miss her terribly.
Carol Hurst: Jenn provided the leadership, organizing 
energy and acceptance that made it easy and comfortable 
to participate fully in our PBJ critique group. Plus she was 
a “mighty fine” writer as all will see with the publication of 
Soaring in Style.
Diane Cobb: Jennifer was encouraging, positive and 
always smiling. I feel blessed to have known her.

Annie Noll: Jennifer is so talented that being accepted 
into her critique group felt like a promotion.
Shayne Henry: Jennifer always looked for the best in 
people, and often she could see it in someone before they 
could see it for themselves.
Megan Cason: Jennifer was our writing cheerleader and 
encourager. Like her soon-to-be published book, she is 
now Soaring in Style.
Sue Gallion: Jennifer was so devoted to her craft, and a 
true professional. She had so much to share and so many 
more stories to research and write for kids. She celebrated 
with everyone, and it was a joy to see her become agented 
and sell her book. I treasured her friendship, and we will 
miss her so. 
Kristy Nerstheimer: Jennifer poured her heart and soul 
into life and it shined through in her writing. Every word 
was beautiful, every smile was genuine, and every action 
was filled with love. I will miss her dearly.
Michele Helsel: When I first read Jennifer’s work, I was 
impressed—the amount of research, the play on words, the 
obvious thoughtfulness with detail. And what impressed 
me even more was that she not only did this for one 
treasured manuscript, but with many. Traveling, digging, 
finding, then reworking. 
She wasn’t only this way with her books, but also with her 
friends and fellow writers. After a critique across Kansas/
Missouri session brought us together, she was the one to 
instigate a permanent group. She was the one to pick the 
name. PBJ. Picture Book Junkies. She was always ready 
with helpful comments and encouraging words. And when 
people left our group, because life sometimes does that, she 
found others she felt were great writers who could add new 
perspectives.
But the times I most cherish, were when we went out after a 
meeting and just talked about life. For me, when we shared 
our pasts, discussed our writing, and reflected on the world, I 
sensed a kindred spirit. There’s nothing more precious than 
to find a friend whose presence feels like home. 
Megan asked me to include a quote Jennifer had on her 
website (jenniferlanewilson.com) by E.B. White : “All 
that I ever hope to say in books is that I love the 
world.”
And I’ll end with Jennifer’s words to Sue: “Heaven had 
best have trails, and dogs, and loved ones nearby, and a 
library would be good, too.”

In Memory of Jennifer Lane Wilson

https://www.jenniferlanewilson.com/
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NICKI JACOBSMEYER, ASSISTANT RA 
Nicki Jacobsmeyer writes fiction and non-
fiction for children and adults. She has a 
middle grade book, Surviving the Iditarod, 
You Choose: Surviving Extreme Sports 
(Capstone Press, 2017) and a historical 
non-fiction book, Images Of America, 
Chesterfield (Arcadia Publishing, 2016). 
Her short stories and poetry are published 

in several anthologies. Besides reading and writing she loves to 
travel, knit, sunsets, family barbeques and watching a storm come 
in from her front porch. Visit her at nickijacobsmeyer.com.

Gift Giving Season
BY NICKI JACOBSMEYER, ASSISTANT RA

Whether it’s a gift for yourself or someone else, ideas can 
be hard to come by. Especially, for the creative person in 
your life. I’m hoping this list inspires you to start your 
holiday shopping filled with joy and not stress!

1. Magazine Subscriptions:
Writer’s Digest writersdigest.com
The Writer writermag.com
Poets & Writers pw.org
Illustration llustration-magazine.com
Artists artistsnetwork.com/subscribe

2. Gift Cards: 
Blick  dickblick.com
Art Mart artmartstl.com
Blackwing blackwingpencils.com
Michaels michaels.com
Office Depot officedepot.com
*LOCAL INDIE BOOKSTORE*

3. Literature Wears:
Storiarts storiarts.com
Litographs litographs.com/collections/posters
Literary Gift Co  theliterarygiftcompany.com/

collections/posters

4. Literary Candles:
Chasing A Story Candles
 etsy.com/shop/ChasingAStory
Uncommon Goods  uncommongoods.com/product/

literary-candles

5. Aqua Notes: myaquanotes.com
6. Novel Teas: novelteatins.com
7. Literary Tattoos: litographs.com/collections/tattoos
8. Domain Name:  domain.com
9. Games:
Story Cubes  storycubes.com/en
Bananagrams  bananagrams.com
Scrabble Refrigerator Magnets

10. DIY: 
Bookmarks, Poe-pourri, ornaments, ornaments, etc.

Do you have a gift idea?
Please share on our KS/MO SCBWI

social media pages!

http://www.nickijacobsmeyer.com
https://www.writersdigest.com/
https://www.writermag.com/
https://www.pw.org/
http://www.illustration-magazine.com/
https://www.artistsnetwork.com/subscribe/
https://www.dickblick.com/
https://www.artmartstl.com/
http://blackwingpencils.com/
https://www.michaels.com/
https://www.officedepot.com/
https://storiarts.com/
https://www.litographs.com/collections/posters
https://www.theliterarygiftcompany.com/collections/posters
https://www.theliterarygiftcompany.com/collections/posters
https://www.etsy.com/shop/ChasingAStory?ref=shop_sugg
https://www.uncommongoods.com/product/literary-candles
https://www.uncommongoods.com/product/literary-candles
https://www.myaquanotes.com/
https://novelteatins.com/
https://www.litographs.com/collections/tattoos
http://www.domain.com/
https://www.storycubes.com/en/
https://bananagrams.com/
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Greetings from Our New PAL Coordinator 
BY AMANDA FLINN, KS/MO PAL COORDINATOR

AMANDA FLINN, PAL COORDINATOR 
Amanda Flinn is an award-winning au-
thor, blogger and book nerd. Her debut 
board book, Yoga Baby, was released 
June 2020, with The Maker, and God 
Made All Your Feelings scheduled to 
arrive in 2021 and 2022. Amanda lives 
in Jackson, Missouri, with her husband, 
three boys, two rowdy rescue pups and 

a pair of furry chinchillas. To learn more about her family and 
recent writing projects, visit amandaflinn.com.

Hello, fellow writers and illustrators! 
My name is Amanda Flinn and I have recently accepted 
the PAL Coordinator position for our regional KS/MO 
chapter of SCBWI. A long-time member myself, I have 
enjoyed making connections with many of you over the 
years and I’m hoping through volunteering, I will be able 
to make many more!
As PAL Coordinator, I will be responsible for 
communication with PAL members, recruiting featured 
authors, contributing to the newsletter, as well as any 
additional programming and support that I can offer to our 
published and listed members. Having recently released my 
debut book, Yoga Baby, I know there’s a big learning curve 
when it comes to launch parties, marketing, school visits, 
and all the next steps that happen when your book is born 
into the world. My goal is to help you navigate the journey, 
by giving you information that you need in a timely 
manner and supporting you along the way. 
However, before I can effectively do that, we have to get to 
know each other! 
Here’s a little bit about me:
I was born and raised in Fenton, Missouri but have lived in 
the Southeast part of the state (near Cape Girardeau) since 
2004. I have been married for 16 years and together we 
have 3 school-aged boys, who are all super active in 
sports--primarily football and baseball. I have tried every 
sports book imaginable to get them interested in reading 
for fun, but so far it’s boys- 4 (hubs included) to mom- 1. 
I’m still holding out hope!
While I’ve always been a writer, I didn’t actively pursue 
publishing until 2016. SCBWI was a big part of that 
process. In March 2017, I attended a workshop led by 
Peggy Archer on rhythm and rhyme in picture books. She 
had us read a verse of our work to the person next to us 
and I remember thinking, “Wow, my manuscript needs 

some help!” For the next two months, I put her simple 
practices to the test and revised my WIP.
In June 2017, when I attended Critique Across KS/MO at 
Peggy Archer’s house, I remember feeling proud of my 
manuscript and how far it had come. It was at that point 
that I learned the value of surrounding yourself with other 
writers who have gone before you and the importance of 
putting the time, effort and energy into whatever you are 
creating. While that manuscript has yet to find a home, I 
have been blessed to sign two additional contracts for 
picture books that will be released in 2021 and 2022. 
When I am not writing books for children, or faith-based 
articles for Kingdom Edge Magazine, you can find me 
dabbling in watercolor, walk-running my high-energy 
rescue pups, hiding in my hammock with a good book, or 
enjoying a strong cup of coffee with friends. 
I know it’s a bummer that we won’t be meeting in person 
for a while, but I hope to connect with each of you soon. In 
the meantime, feel free to reach out and introduce yourself. 
Writers and illustrators are some of my favorite people in 
the world and I’m happy to be with you on this journey!

Check out our latest PAL 
Author of the Month at 

ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author

Follow SCBWI KS/MO

facebook.com/ksmoscbwi instagram.com/ksmo_scbwi@scbwi_ksmo

http://www.amandaflinn.com/
http://ksmo.scbwi.org/featured-author
https://www.facebook.com/ksmoscbwi
https://www.instagram.com/ksmo_scbwi/
https://twitter.com/scbwi_ksmo
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MEMBER NEWS
Kathy Bunse has a new children’s book out 
– Sadie Comes to Stay. This and her earlier book, 
Sophie Wonders, were inspired by her dogs, 
Sophie and Sadie.
Sheri Delgado-Preston has a poem, “Grass,” in the May/June 
issue of Babybug Magazine. She has a short story, “A Family 
Walk”, published in the September issue of Highlights High 
Five Magazine.
Jan Fenimore, a long time SCBWI 
member, who began that association in 
California, continued in New Mexico 
and now lives in Kansas City, admits 
2020 has been a good year for her. She 
had two picture books come out right 
after the first of the year, Dash to the Rescue, published by 
Doodle and Peck; Free as a Butterfly, published by Guardian 
Angel Press. Promoting the books has been a challenge 
during the pandemic and a 1000 mile move to John Knox 
Village where she lives with her husband but has been a good 
place to begin. She was featured in the October Village Voice 
magazine.
Illustrator Kaelin Felix and author Carol Gravante, president 
of EL4KIDS, have created Freddy the Foster Frog: Finds a 
Friendly Family. EL4KIDS.org is the nonprofit that 
published the book through Amazon. All monies raised from 
the sale of the book help fund adoptions for foster children in 
Tampa area. A website redesign is currently in progress and 
they are sourcing a maker for Freddy stuffed toys.
2020 has been a good year for David 
Harrison with four new books out – After 
Dark (poetry about nocturnal animals), 
February, Boyds Mills Kane; Rum Pum 
Pum (picture book he co-authored with 
Jane Yolen), September, Holiday House; Guided Practice 
Reading for Reading Growth (co-authored with Laura Robb), 
September, Corwin Publishing; and Empowering Students’ 
Knowledge of Vocabulary (co-authored with Mary Jo Fresch), 
NCTE. David has also been featured on a video interview 
with the Camdenton, Missouri public library, a Children’s 
Book Insider distancing social webcast, and three additional 
print or online interviews – Pennsylvania Reading Association 
(October), Our Missouri Magazine (November), and Story 
Monsters Magazine (date TBA). On October 15, Harrison 
presented in Nine Poets at Noon, a virtual poetry roundup 

sponsored by Charlesbridge Publishing and 
broadcast on their webex platform. Harrison 
is also receiving the inaugural Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Children’s Literature Medal on 
November 5, 2020. Artist Higgins Bond 

(Nashville) is getting the first one for illustrations. The awards 
were created by the L.I.W. Historic Home and Museum.

Amy Houts has an article titled “A Little Slice 
of Heaven” in the Guideposts-owned magazine, 
Mysterious Ways, October/November 2020 
issue, which focuses on the 20-year search for 
her mother-in-law’s apple crisp recipe. Amy’s 
book, God’s Protection Covers Me (Beaming 

Books) won second place for the Christian Market Children’s 
Book of the Year. Congratulations, Amy!

Tracker220 by Jamie Krakover, a YA Sci Fi from 
Snowy Wings Publishing debuts October 20, 2020. 
In a world where the government tracks every 
move, one glitch threatens the network. 16-year-old 
Kaya Weiss is that glitch. With the government 
controlling every aspect of her life, from her 

freedom to her observance of a tech-free Shabbat, Kaya seeks 
refuge with the rebel Ghosts. But trusting them means betraying 
the only tech she’s ever known. Preorders are available and will 
receive book swag including bookmarks, signed bookplates and 
more. For more details visit: jamiekrakover.blogspot.
com/2020/09/preorder-tracker220.html
Carol Murray’s picture book, Cricket in the 
Thicket, illustrated by Melissa Sweet and 
published by Holt (Christy Ottaviano 
Books) in 2017, is being featured by Powell 
Gardens, Kansas City’s Botanical Garden, 
in their Trail Tales event this fall. Pages of the book are 
displayed on large signs across several story stations in the 
Heartland Harvest and Children’s Gardens. Carol did a book 
signing at the opening in September. The display will run 
through October. Cricket in the Thicket, a combination of 
poetry and non-fiction, received NCTE recognition and was 
named a Kansas Notable Book in 2018.
Jess Townes announced the sale of two pictures: Groundhog 
Gets It Wrong (Dial, Fall 2022) illustrated by Nicole Miles 
and Sometimes I Cry (FSG, Fall 2023) illustrated by Daniel 
Miyares. 

Kathy J. Perry’s debut novel, Emeline: A 
Journey, is available as a paperback. 
Hardcover and audiobook will both be 
available by Christmas. You can find out 
more at her site, kathyjperry.com. We asked 
Kathy J. Perry how she created this graphic 

to advertise her book. “On Bookbrush, you can make your book 
cover in 3-D (with lots of options), so that’s one element. The 
background was from them too, although you can upload your 
own. I think I zoomed out and moved the background image 
to where I wanted it visually. The text boxes are pretty obvious. 
With those you can select the font you want or upload your 
own, plus pick colors, make backgrounds for them, etc. And the 
yellow element is a “sticker” from Bookbrush which I made a 
little transparent. There are a lot of options for creatives!”

https://sites.google.com/view/el4kids-org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbgE_-VnheA&list=PL4EnzHzG9jFJ-gMkDGbXHFVlwLbFKDHAo, a Children’s Book Insider distancing social webcast https://writeforkids.org/blog/2020/08/kidlitdistancingsocial21/
https://writeforkids.org/blog/2020/08/kidlitdistancingsocial21/
http://jamiekrakover.blogspot.com/2020/09/preorder-tracker220.html
http://jamiekrakover.blogspot.com/2020/09/preorder-tracker220.html
http://www.kathyjperry.com
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household items to explore concepts of math and science), 
and Young Naturalists (introduces concepts of botany and 
zoology). Proposals should be emailed to Senior Editor 
Jerome Pohlen. Submission guidelines on website. 
chicagoreviewpress.com/information-for-authors--amp--
agents-pages-100.php 
(ChicagoReviewPress.com and CBI – August 2020)
FLAMINGO BOOKS is a new picture book imprint 
from Viking (Penguin Young Readers) launching in 
spring 2021. Before arriving at Penguin last fall, Flamingo’s 
VP and Publisher, Margaret Anastas, spent 18 years at 
HarperCollins Children’s Books where she acquired and 
published such popular series as Fancy Nancy and Pete the 
Cat, and bestsellers like Dear Girl by Amy Krouse 
Rosenthal, The Bad Seed and The Good Egg by Jory John, Not 
a Box by Antoinette Portis, and I’ve Loved You Since Forever 
and You Are My Happy by Today show anchor Hoda Kotb. 
Anastas is building a diverse list “with both new and 
familiar voices and some celebrity authors. In selecting 
books, I plan to do what I’ve always done: go with my gut.” 
(Publishers Weekly (PW) 7/9/20)
FLASHLIGHT PRESS, a publisher of humorous picture 
books, is currently accepting submissions for ages 4-8. 
Stories must be fewer than 1000 words, have a universal 
theme, and deal with family or social situations in an 
original, engaging way. Check the backlist before 
submitting to make sure your work fits the company’s 
overall tone and could be easily recognized as a  
“Flashlight Press” book. Guidelines on website. 
(FlashlightPress.com and CBI – 9/2020)
HOLIDAY HOUSE publishes hardcover fiction and 
nonfiction for children, from picture books to young  
adult works. Submit entire manuscript – whether picture 
book or novel – by postal mail or email. Responds in  
four months, if interested. Submission details on  
website, under the FAQ tab. holidayhouse.com/faqs  
(HolidayHouse.com and ICL eNews 9/24/20)
MELISSA DE LA CRUZ STUDIO is a new 
collaboration between Disney Publishing Worldwide and 
the bestselling author. De la Cruz will work with Disney’s 
editorial team, including her longtime editor, Emily 
Meehan, VP and Publisher of Disney Hyperion, to build 
the list with original storytelling and diverse voices. 
Melissa de la Cruz Studio is seeking debut and acclaimed 
authors to create original content that can be developed 
across multiple platforms for a global audience. De la 

“. . . the arts give meaning to all of our lives. . .  
So paint! Draw! Write! Sing! Dance! Whistle! 
Make music! Practice your art every day! No 
one can take creativity away from you, and the 
joy that comes from it can help anyone 
through the darker times, for with creation, 
there is always hope.”

Ashley Bryan – Illustrator, Author, Teacher

BOOK MARKETS
BALA KIDS, an imprint of Shambhala Publications, is 
seeking picture books and activity books for children ages 
0-8 that encourage wisdom and compassion through 
Buddhism, meditation, yoga, and mindfulness. Bala Kids is 
distributed worldwide through Penguin Random House. 
Submission guidelines on website. Responds within four 
months. Accepts simultaneous submissions, if noted in the 
cover letter. (Shambhala.com and Children’s Book Insider 
(CBI) – August 2020)
Reno-based BAOBAB PRESS is currently seeing picture 
books and board books, fiction and nonfiction. Open to 
working with authors and author-illustrators. Submit using 
Submittable at baobabpress.submittable.com/submit. 
Simultaneous submissions are welcome as long as you 
inform Baobab immediately upon acceptance elsewhere. 
Visit website to see recent titles.  
(BaobabPress.com and CBI – July 2020)
Nashville-based CAMCAT PUBLISHING is a new 
publisher of adult and YA novels that are genre-based 
(mystery, science fiction, fantasy, romance, historical, 
adventure, horror, etc). Submissions made electronically 
through Submittable, which includes an extensive 
submissions questionnaire that explores your book 
marketing ideas. authors.camcatpublishing.com  
(Authors.CamCatPublishing.com and  
Institute of Children’s Literature (ICL) eNews 8/6/20)
CHICAGO REVIEW PRESS publishes children’s and 
young adult nonfiction books covering a wide range of 
subjects about history, science, math, music, literature, and 
art. Most of CRP’s books are active nonfiction, featuring 
hands-on activities and projects for kids ages seven and up. 
Popular series titles include A Kid’s Guide (teaching 
diversity and tolerance), Junk Drawer Science (kids use 
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https://www.chicagoreviewpress.com/information-for-authors--amp--agents-pages-100.php
https://www.chicagoreviewpress.com/information-for-authors--amp--agents-pages-100.php
https://holidayhouse.com/faqs/
https://www.shambhala.com/about-bala-kids/
https://baobabpress.submittable.com/submit
https://authors.camcatpublishing.com/
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Cruz’s Disney credits include books, feature films, and 
television productions. “The Melissa de la Cruz Studio will 
reflect my own brand of humor, escapism, romance, and 
adventure in genres ranging from contemporary to fantasy,” 
she said. “The studio aims to work with a diverse group of 
emerging and established authors for readers of all ages, 
from picture books to adult, with a primary focus on 
middle grade and YA.” (PW 7/16/20)
PIÑATA BOOKS, the children’s and young adult 
literature imprint at the University of Houston’s Arte 
Publico Press, seeks books that offer authentic and 
realistic portrayals of themes, characters, and customs 
reflective of the U.S. Hispanic culture. Illustrators are 
welcome to submit art samples. Piñata publishes about 10 
books each year, a mix of bilingual Spanish/English picture 
books for young readers and novels and short story 
collections for middle grade and young adult readers. Prior 
to submission, review current and backlist titles to see if 
your work fits Piñata’s brand. Submission guidelines at 
https://artepublicopress.com/submissions 
(ArtePublicoPress.com and ICL eNews 9/24/20)
SKY PONY PRESS is accepting submissions for picture 
books, chapter books, middle grade, and YA fiction and 
nonfiction. Open to any genre and style. Looking for 
something new and different; original concepts and fresh 
voices. Backlist and submission guidelines on website: 
skyhorsepublishing.com/sky-pony-press 
(SkyhorsePublishing.com and ICL eNews 7/30/20)
SOURCEBOOKS EXPLORE is looking for STEAM 
experts in their field to write nonfiction or to collaborate 
on nonfiction. Among the desired types of experts: doctors, 
architects, pilots, scientists, engineers, and artists.  
Complete the expert contact form on the website.  
sourcebooks.com/sourcebooks-explore-submissions.html   
(Sourcebooks.com and ICL eNews 8/6/2020)
SPENCER HILL PRESS is open to submissions of YA 
and Adult Contemporary Romance. Particularly interested 
in books in series. Submissions via Submittable should 
include a cover letter, brief synopsis, at least three sample 
chapters, and details of your social media presence. Visit 
website for complete submission guidelines. 
(SpencerHillPress.com and ICL eNews 9/3/20) 
TUMBLEHOME LEARNING is accepting STEM-
related manuscripts and product idea submissions for 
grades K-12 (emphasis on readers ages 8-12). Most books 
are fiction and often have adventure/mystery plots that 
integrate science learning. Authors should be literate in 
STEM fields and be skilled in writing fun storylines that 
excite children and help them become STEM literate, too. 
All picture book submissions should be made by author-

illustrators (or author/illustrator teams). No picture book 
submissions without an artist. Submission details: 
tumblehomelearning.com/author-submissions 
(TumbleHomeLearning.com and ICL eNews 8/20/20)

“Why you SHOULDN’T be afraid to query 
your story: The market ISN’T oversaturated. 
There is NO SUCH THING as a bad idea. 
Sharknado has 6 sequels! Someone needs to 
write the next Harry Potter. Someone will 
LOVE your story. Your story deserves to be 
read. Because it’s your dream.”

Alexander Pennington –  
YA Fantasy Writer & Motivational Tweeter

PUBLISHING PERSONNEL NEWS 
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT:
 •  HMH Books for Young Readers is welcoming  

Alice Wang as Designer, coming from  
HarperCollins where she was assistant designer.  
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf (PWCB) 9/24/20)

 •  Weslie Turner has joined Versify as Senior Editor. 
She comes to the HMH family from Macmillan 
where she was associate editor at Imprint. Previously, 
she was assistant editor at Arthur A. Levine Books 
(Scholastic). Weslie loves diverse, underrepresented 
voices and especially enjoys science fiction and fantasy. 
If you submitted to her through a pitch contest and 
would like your project considered for Versify, DM her 
for new submission guidelines. Follow Weslie on 
Twitter @WeslieTurner (Twitter 9/21/20)

Alison Weiss has joined PIXEL+INK, a series publisher 
for kids ages 3 to 13, as Acquisitions Editor. Previously she 
was editorial director of Sky Pony Press. (PWCB 9/24/20)
Mekisha Telfer has been promoted to Editor, from senior 
associate editor, at ROARING BROOK PRESS.  
(Publishers Weekly Job Moves 9/9/20)
SCHOLASTIC has promoted Liza Baker to VP and 
Publisher in the Scholastic Trade Publishing division. She 
will oversee the publishing and editorial direction for the 
division’s younger readers’ imprints. (PWCB 8/11/20)
Editorial staff reassignments at SIMON & SCHUSTER:
 •  Former Simon Pulse senior editors Jen Ung and 

Nicole Ellul have joined S&S Books for Young 
Readers. 

https://artepublicopress.com/submissions/
https://www.skyhorsepublishing.com/sky-pony-press/
https://www.sourcebooks.com/sourcebooks-explore-submissions.html
http://tumblehomelearning.com/author-submissions/
https://twitter.com/WeslieTurner
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 •  Former Pulse editor Sarah McCabe has joined 
Margaret K. McElderry Books. And Kristie 
Patterson joined Atheneum as Editorial Assistant. 
(PWCB 7/30/20)

“The difference between unpublished and 
published writers, talent aside, is sticking with 
it. Don’t give up after you get rejected by four 
agents – a good friend of mine was rejected by 
48 before she found one who then promptly 
sold her book within two weeks.”

Hallie Ephron – NY Times bestselling Author

AGENT NEWS
Kelly Van Sant has joined KT LITERARY as Contracts 
Manager and Agent, having exited Red Sofa Literary. 
Chelsea Hensley and Jas Perry have joined as Associate 
Agents, as part of the agency’s new mentorship program. 
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf (PWCB) 7/2/20)
In August, UPSTART CROW welcomed Kayla 
Cichello as Agent. Most recently she was an assistant at 
the Andrea Brown Literary Agency, and before that was 
conference coordinator for the international summer  
and winter conferences for the SCBWI. Cichello is 
building her list with a wide range of books, from picture 
books to YA. Follow her on Twitter @SeriousKayla 
(PWCB 7/30/20)
Tia Mele, a Junior Agent at TALCOTT NOTCH 
LITERARY SERVICES, has exited the agency over a 
series of offensive tweets that she posted in 2011, 2012, 
and 2014. Mele has apologized for her “ignorant remarks” 
and plans to “continue to educate myself and grow as a 
person.” Talcott Notch president Gina Panettieri 
requested Mele’s resignation after the “hateful tweets were 
brought to our attention. . . The statements in question 
betray the very core values of our agency. We have reached 
out to all of Ms. Mele’s clients to consult with them over 
next steps and we are also discussing internally what 
additional steps we must take in the future in vetting 
candidates. We sincerely apologize for the hurt caused by 
her statements.” Panettieri added that “If Tia Mele ever 
passed on your work, we invite you to requery other agents 
actively seeking projects in your genre at the agency.”   
(Publishers Lunch 9/22/20 and Twitter 9/22/20)

“Life is not a straight line.  
There are many paths. EXPLORE.”

Anonymous

MAGAZINE MARKETS
ASK Magazine, a nonfiction publication for children 7-10 
who are interested in science and the world around them, 
is open to QUERIES ONLY for its 2021 themed issues: 
1) Plants in Love, 2) Making Musical Instruments, and 3) 
Collecting Collections. Queries should give an overview of 
the proposed article, including scope and treatment, 
resources, and a sample opening paragraph. “Authors are 
expected to ensure that all content is scientifically correct 
in both conception and detail, and drafts should include a 
full list of references and sources consulted.” MUSE 
Magazine, a STEAM magazine for kids 9–14 years old who 
are curious about how things work, is open to QUERIES 
ONLY. Themes for its 2021 issues include: 1) The Ears 
Have It, 2) Making Predictions, 3) Layers of Meaning, 4) 
Science and Fear, and 5) Colors and Art Therapy. Detailed 
query guidelines and themes for both ASK and MUSE are 
at cricketmag.submittable.com/submit (CricketMag.
Submittable.com and Children’s Book Insider – Sept. 2020)
FRIEND Magazine, published by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, is looking for stories based on 
actual events that explore sensitive issues (or challenging 
situations) in an authentic way. Stories average 500-600 
words and must be written from the point of view of a 
child 3 to12 years of age. Sample themes: 1) Children who 
stand up for what’s right under difficult circumstances;  
2) Respecting and appreciating others who are different;  
3) Coping with scary events, like terrorism and natural 
disasters. Also interested in poems and action rhymes  
for preschoolers; short, simple stories for early readers;  
and puzzles, games, recipes, and craft projects. Query  
first, before submitting, in order for this to be a paid 
market. Submissions without queries are considered 
donations. Submission guidelines at churchofjesuschrist.
org/bc/content/ldsorg/magazine/Friend/
FriendWritersGuidelines_2019.pdf?lang=eng  
NOTE: The submissions page includes a terrific break 
down on what makes a well-written illustrated story. 
(ChurchofJesusChrist.org and ICL eNews 8/13/20)
LEADING EDGE, the science fiction and fantasy 
magazine associated with Brigham Young University, is 

https://twitter.com/seriouskayla?lang=en
https://cricketmag.submittable.com/submit
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bc/content/ldsorg/magazine/Friend/FriendWritersGuidelines_2019.pdf?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bc/content/ldsorg/magazine/Friend/FriendWritersGuidelines_2019.pdf?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bc/content/ldsorg/magazine/Friend/FriendWritersGuidelines_2019.pdf?lang=eng
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open to short stories. Nudity, sex, profanity, excessive 
violence, belittlement of traditional family values or 
religion, or drug use are prohibited. Stories should be at 
least 1,000 words but preferably less than 10,000 words. 
Because Leading Edge is interested in helping new authors 
improve, each story is critiqued by staff, and these 
comment sheets are returned to the author. Maximum 
payment for fiction is $50; poetry max is $20; artistic 
portfolios is $75; nonfiction is negotiable. 
(LeadingEdgeMagazine.com and ICL eNews 8/20/20)
READERS DIGEST wants your true stories about 
yourself or someone close to you. Maximum length is  
100 words. Pays $100 per story. The site includes  
examples of past stories. Submission link 
rd.com/100-word-stories-submissions  
(RD.com and ICL eNews 7/30/20)

“You know, that’s all I wanted to do in my life. 
Publish a book of poems. Just one book is  
all I wanted.”

Gwendolyn Brooks – Pulitzer Prize-winning Poet & Author

WORK FOR HIRE
CAPSTONE PRESS is seeking authors, particularly 
from marginalized backgrounds, for work-for-hire 
assignments (paid a flat fee with no royalties). Capstone 
Press publishes fiction and nonfiction topics for readers 
grades 3-6. Titles are fun, informative, and accessible, and 
allow all kids to see themselves in the pages. Capstone 
Press supports struggling and reluctant readers with 
limited word counts and vocabularies, leveled text, key  
back matter and strong photo-text matching.  
For a list of current titles and series, go to  
capstonepub.com/consumer/publisher/capstone-press. 
Submission guidelines at capstonepub.com/library/
service/submissions.
Managing Editor Julie Gassman is also currently looking 
for authors interested in work-for-hire assignments for 
humorous fiction for grades K-2. Send an appropriate 
writing sample along with author bio and any previous 
publishing credits to jgassman@capstonepub.com 
(CapstonePub.com and CBI – August 2020)

“You paint scenes the way you see ’em. If it 
makes you happy, then it’s good.” 

Bob Ross – Painter, Art Instructor, TV Host

CONTESTS
Submissions are open for the 2021 GLOBAL 
LITERATURE IN LIBRARIES (GLLI) Translated 
YA Book Prize, honoring the most outstanding translated 
work that was originally written and published (or 
simultaneously published) in a language other than 
English. Accepting nominations from authors, translators, 
illustrators, and publishers. Titles can be published 
anywhere worldwide, but must have been released in 2018, 
2019, or 2020. Submission deadline: December 15. 
(Publishers Weekly Children’s Bookshelf 7/21/20  
and GLLI-US.org)
TWITTER PITCH PARTIES are coming to a screen 
near you this fall. Check each website for particular details 
on participation rules.
 •  #DVPit – October 26th for children’s and teen fiction/

nonfiction. October 27th for adult fiction/nonfiction 
and for artists and illustrators using #DVart. For 
self-identifying, historically marginalized authors & 
illustrators. dvpit.com

 •  #PBPitch – October 29th for picture book authors 
and illustrators. pbpitch.com

 •  #FaithPit – November 12th for fiction and non-
fiction written from a Christian worldview.  
faithpitch.com

 •  #PitMad – December 3rd for all un-agented authors 
of every genre and age category. pitchwars.org/pitmad

RITA D. RUSSELL
Rita D. Russell is a word lover, storyteller, and 
writer with hope and heart. She has tons of 
terrific ideas for picture books, screenplays, 
novels, and T-shirts, and she’s excited to share 
her work with the world. She’s always on the 
hunt for the best pecan pie recipe ever, and 
occasionally she tweets @RRussellWrites.
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